The eternal life

Key verse : Romans 6:23 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

In chapters one through four, Paul proclaimed the righteous of God who condemn sin of the world and gives God’s righteousness to all people through his Son Christ Jesus. Paul testified that the righteous God gives his own righteousness to his people who are under the wrath of God and who cannot be with the holy God. He testified that we received God’s righteousness through his Son Christ Jesus. If we received God’s righteousness, then, what is the next? What can be the life in His righteousness? In our discussion of chapter 1~4, Paul perceived that we received the life in Him.
In chapter 5 and 6, Paul testifies the result of righteousness from God given to us in the form of the eternal life.

May God bless our Romans bible study. Bless us to realize the dimension of our God given life. Bless us to live the new eternal life in His righteousness.
Lord, please, have mercy on me and bless me to overcome the power of death in my heart and boldly testify the life in you. Bless me to testify only your truth and your glory. I prayed in Jesus’ name.

Part 1 How much more!(Chapter 5)

In 5:1~2, Paul testifies to the new life which took place in us through the gift of God’s righteousness. Any one who put their trusts in Jesus Christ will find that they are already given the new life.  “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”

Through God’s righteousness to us, Paul testifies that we already inherit the new life in God. We are no longer God’s enemies. We are no longer under God’s wrath. We are no longer gone away from God under ‘the God gave them over’ situation.  Through the righteousness of God, we gain access to come to God.!!!  We are called to the realm of his glory!!!. We are happy to meet God and come to God in His love. We are even called sons of the living God. We long for Him from our heart as the sons of the living God. 
In this realm of new life, we began to have hope in Him and rejoice in the hope of seeing the glory of God. In this hope, we also rejoice even in our sufferings, for we can clearly see God’s love and hope through his son Christ Jesus.

Look at verses 3-8. “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Because of Christ who died for us who are sinners, we are assured of God’s unconditional and all-forgiving love. Because we hear the truth of God in our heart, by the holy spirit, we share the hope of God with him. This grace cannot be measured. The scope of the hope can not be measured. That is why we even rejoice with hope in our sufferings, because as much our suffering hurts and pressures us, God’s love in Christ Jesus gives us the hope in Him all the more.

What kind of hope is it? How can we be sure of such a hope that has never been heard before? Let’s read 5:9-11. “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 

In Christ Jesus, God gave us his own righteousness. Through the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, we received his justification and, eventually, we inherit God himself!!! We are now under his grace. Through his Son Christ Jesus and his one act of righteousness, we were brought to God. Now, we are His own! 

Then, how much can we expect through the risen Jesus Christ as God’s children? I don’t know how much it can be. As you can see, even apostle Paul couldn’t explain in detail, but he testifies that it will be as much as God himself. We can at least imagine the dimension of the new life given to us through God. Even though we cannot illustrate the scope of this expectation clearly, it should be a lot! We have hope in God and hope for God because of his love in Christ Jesus. That is a lot already, and here Paul is saying that the already known glory is not even half of the full glory. That must be really a-lotttt! May God bless us to know this hope in our heart. May this hope be ours.
In the rest of chapters 5 and chapter 6, Paul continually describes the work of God through his righteousness. He testifies the new life and the new creation through his Son Christ Jesus.

With Paul, Lets’ reason together how God creates the new life. Let’s think together how He reveals his glory through the new life in him.

First, the power of sin. 

Look at verses 5:12-14. “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.”  In 12 through 14, we can see the power of sin and death. Sin causes man to die. Once sin came through Adam, death came to all men. We imagine death in relation to decay. But death is far more destructive than physical decay.  When something old goes bad, we can replace it with a new version. But the death which is the result of sin is endless in its effect. As long as sin is, death is there. However, at the end of verse 14 Paul testifies that God did not fail to reveal his glory even in the power of sin. He testifies that Adam, through whom sin and therefore death came, shows the pattern of the coming Christ. Paul helps us what to see when we are overpowered by sin and death. The stronger these appear to us, the stronger our confession of the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ will be, he who revealed his glory even when destruction began in Adam. Paul illustrates this in the next verses.
Second, the power of the gift. 

Look at 5:15-17. “But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.”

We just looked at the power of sin and the power of the gift through verses 12 through 17 together. 

Here, let’s use simple math to understand these verses a little bit more. One man Adam and his one sin meant death for all man. Now, all men on earth sinned. Think about the countless men and women after the time of Adam to this point. Think about countless men and women who will live from now until the end of the days. 
When I think of myself, I committed countless sin before God. Probably, you did, too. Then, think about all mankind’s countless sins before God, including ours. They are countless and immeasurable.

This immeasurable sin came from one sin of one man. It was just the one sin of one man which blew up the entire world. Even though we are not mathematicians or a rocket scientists, we can imagine how many we are and how big our sin is.  Our sin is so huge! Our sin is so real in this world! The impact is unimaginably. However, we can see there is a difference between Adam’s impact and Jesus’ impact. It is the one man Jesus who in his one act of righteousness saved us all and brought us to God.

Paul encourages us to think about how powerful his righteousness is! How big God is. How big God’s grace is! How big God’s love is!  How marvelous his grace is!

Let’s read verse 17~19 together.

“17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ 18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.”

God demonstrated his own love through his Son Christ Jesus (5:8). Truly the gospel of Christ Jesus was beyond our imagination and our understanding. 

When the righteousness of God came to us, God judged all our sin and failure which happened from the time of Adam and into the future. He brought his life to all men and God’s life reign through Jesus Christ.
Through Romans, God helped me to see that sin is a relational reality. Sin is our reality of being separated from God.

We are sinners insofar as we are not related to God. In that aspect, Death is the condition of separation, since the creature apart from the Creator does not have life. Physical death is clearly a part of this picture. Separation from the source of life results in decay and disintegration. In other words, life is the condition of unity with God who is the Creator and the source of life. In this aspect, God helped us to see how God broke down the power of sin through his own righteousness.

In Jesus, Sin, the separation from the source of life who is God, was completely removed because God came to his people and in our midst. Through Immanuel, He proclaims the beginning of the rule of God and his dominion. The power of sin and death disappeared because there is no separation anymore. Because of God who is in our midst, we are not under the power of sin and death.  God reign in our life.
We are with him and came to belong to him as long as he exists. We belong to God and his eternal dominion.

Through the righteousness of God, Christ Jesus, He proclaims the beginning of the rule of God and his dominion. There is no separation between him and us. There is only complete unity between him and us. We began the new life in Him and before Him. His righteousness reigns in our life. That is the eternal life.

The gospel of God sounds great and wonderful. Doesn't it?
However, even though I am speaking this message now, somewhat it doesn’t quite sound real in my daily life, whenever I think of myself and reality which I know and perceive day by day, even right now. 
Whenever I think of myself, my reality seems so different from what the Bible says. Whenever, I look at myself, it seems that I am still under the power of sin and death. Sin is near me and I am easily influenced by my sin and the sin of the world. At last Friday night, I got a phone call from my father. He was weeping on the phone and told me that doctors found ascites and tumors in my mother’s large intestines. My father didn’t call us immediately because my mother didn’t want me to worry about her a lot. However, my father called me and asked me to pray for her before her surgery. 
When I heard the news, my heart was trembled and melts because of the fear of loosing my mom whom I love.
When I think of my mother who will have big surgery tonight, the power of death seizes me and overpowers me even while I am meditating the eternal life in God. The power of death is right next to me and makes me to weep all day long even while I am writing my message. 

In this situation, when I think of all these, it looks like I am still alive to sin and death. It seems I am but dead to God.  This seems to be my true reality. If sin still dwells in me, then I have nothing to do with God and his righteousness. I am still under the power of sin. I am still under the power of death. Then, the eternal God and His righteousness have no power upon me.

If so, then what is the truth of my reality? If I am still under sin and the power of death, then the Bible teaches me a false and fancy idea which has nothing to do with my reality? 

Do I belong to God and have the eternal life as Paul reasons?

I became helpless to my reality.

What are the truth and our reality?  Who are we now?
Part 2. The eternal life (chapter 6) 

Who are we now? What is the truth of our existence according to the gospel?

According to Romans chapter 6?
First, we are dead to sin and alive to God (6:1~14)
Let’s read 6:1~4. “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death”  
What does it mean to “go on sinning” or to “live in sin”? It means to deny God. We know that it is impossible when we hear the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins. That is what Paul is saying with the words “By no means!” Why is there no way for us to return to living in sin any longer? It is because we are already dead to sin in God.  Those who have been justified are dead to sin and sin is dead to them. 
Let’s read 6:4~11 together.
We are baptized into Christ Jesus in his death and in his resurrection.

We were buried with him into death. We have resurfaced into the gospel by the power of God. “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
In 6:4-11, Paul describes our condition of being baptized into Christ Jesus as being united with him. To be baptized is like a marriage. Two become one. However, unlike the marriage in this world, there is no divorce in Christ’s marriage to us. Being united with Christ is the warranty of this union.  We saw the complete unity between God and his people throughout the Old Testaments and this unity was completed through the righteousness of God.
Christ is alive; death no longer has dominion over him. Therefore, according to 6:11, we affirm that we are dead to sin and alive to God in our relationship with him.

Many times, as a Christian, we ask God about our existential reality. We ask Him why he put us into some specific circumstances.
The Christ answered all our questions and doubts about our existence when he was crucified on the cross and when he was raised from the dead. He died and was raised from the dead.

The death of Christ Jesus and his resurrection are everlasting and unchangeable proofs that God came to us in the testimony of the righteousness. We belong to God forever as his own. The warranty of such a new status is not in us but in Christ Jesus. The evidence of our new life lies on his death on the cross and in his resurrection from the dead. It is in the gospel of God which is living and active today. 

Christ Jesus, the author of life, was crucified on the cross. An unimaginable and impossible thing happened. These are the proofs and basis of Paul’s reasoning. Christ Jesus affirmed that we are dead to sin and alive to God. Amen. Many thanks to our Lord Jesus!  
Second, we are slaves to righteousness (6:15~28). 

Let’s read 17 and 18.

Paul used the term of slavery.

He says we became slaves to God and his righteousness through the redemption of Christ Jesus. 

In dictionary, to redeem means to buy someone or something back and to set someone free or save them by paying a ransom

He bought us back through Christ Jesus and we became his own through Christ Jesus. 

By God’s grace, we come to think about the meaning of redemption. As he promised, he sent his Son Christ Jesus and he redeemed all people. The righteousness of God came to us and He bought us through the blood of his Son Christ Jesus.

Whenever we think of ourselves, we feel we are still under the power of sin and death. It is true that sin is still around us. However, what does the gospel say to us? The gospel tells us that the power of sin and death are not our masters any more. The gospel tells us that God is our master and we are his slaves. He captured us and bought us through his son Christ Jesus. We belong to God. Even though we are weak and easily influenced by the power of sin, we are inseparably bound to God and his holiness through our Lord Christ Jesus. We are united with God and belong to him. My own weakness cannot break the unity with God through Christ Jesus.

My own sin cannot make me to a slave to sin and death again because, now we are slaves to God’s righteousness.  Unless we pay him back the redemption price we can not undo what God has done. We know that no one can pay back God’s price. We belonged to God and his righteousness forever through the righteousness, Christ Jesus. Therefore in our weakness and sin, we are not depressed and despairing, but we come back to the life with repentance. From our failure and despair, we come back to God with whole hearted obedience to his truth and his words. 
We fight against what our mind say but trust ourselves into the truth of His words through our Lord Christ Jesus. When we repent we find right there that the Lord has been with us all through our experiences. He has never left us.
Third, we are with God and dwell in his eternal dominion

Let’s read verse 22 and 23 together.

“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.”
From the very place of our sin, temptation, and frustration, God blesses us to hear the gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ and blesses us to come back to God with repentance. Then, we realize that we live the new life in God through Christ Jesus. The gospel is the solid rock we stand. We hear God’s voice. We praise him and worship Him who is ruling over everything through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

This is what is to count ourselves dead to sin, but alive to God. This new life is the life into which God has brought us and where we live. 

This is our new life in God. This is the eternal life in God. How wonderfully true it is that the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord is! Amen. 
In conclusion, we saw the new life in God through Christ Jesus.

I pray that God may fill us with the hope of God given to us in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I pray that the gospel of Jesus which we have received may awaken us up to God every moment. 

May God bless us to dwell in His life through his Son Christ Jesus each moment.
May God have mercy on me and help me to have the life in the righteousness of God. May God have mercy on me to testify the life in God to my mother and many students.

I prayed in Jesus’ name.

