A Righteousness from God has been Made Known
Rom 1:18-4:25

Key verses:   4:21, 22 – But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
When the question “what is this righteousness Paul testifies” came up, the real question is “who are you, Lord”.  The more I tried to speak on righteousness, the more I became confused and frustrated.  I stumbled, yet again, on the stumbling stone.  When I tried to think or reason my way through Romans, I hit the wall of Christ Jesus.  I could go no further.  But thanks be to the Lord Jesus, in whom I stumbled, because of whom I stumbled, that I may know him who is the Righteousness.  Amen.
Paul concluded his introduction to the believers at Rome by testifying that the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.  He proclaims that there is something, a righteousness which came from God, that is revealed in this gospel.  It is this righteousness which is the salvation of God for everyone who believes.  As the Scripture says, “The righteous will live by faith.”  What is this righteousness which is solely testified in the gospel?  Why is it the salvation?  We cannot see it nor can we grab it as if it is something in this world.  The more I try to take hold of it, the more I stumbled as whatever I do is limited to this world.  The righteousness that is revealed in this gospel is living and active.  The realm of righteousness is not related at all to this world, cannot be defined by this world.  It is by itself as God is by himself.  Rather, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, the righteousness was demonstrated fully to this world.  Amen.
First, where else has this righteousness appeared?  Abraham’s and David’s own lives testify to it.  Abram was an idol worshipper from the Ur of the Chaldeans.  But he was changed to Abraham when God called him to righteousness.  Without any physical sign that he would receive a son or the land of Canaan for his descendants, he lived 25 years in such a manner.  He only had God’s promise along the way.  His life was anything but stable.  He risked his life to save Lot and had to send his son Ishmael away.  Those were just a few of the many troubles he had.  But what happened during that time?  According to 3:1-3, Abraham discovered the righteousness from God.  It came to him not because he was an outstanding individual before God.  God credited his faith as righteousness when he trusted that God would accomplish what he promised though part of what God promised was fulfilled several hundred years later.  What made Abraham different than all the people of the world?  When he was 99 years old, he was as good as dead.  Simply, it was time for him to die.  What else is there left?  Not only that, Sarah was not young either.  If there was any possibility for a child, that possibility vanished when taking Sarah into account.  She was 89 years old and had been barren all her life.  There was all the sign and proof that she would remain childless.  It was impossible for them to have a son.  But that was not the end of their story.  Abraham held onto God who said to him “So shall your offspring be.”  In the place where no hope should be found, there hope sprang to life.  This hope was not limited to a son either, but branched out to a whole nation.  Abraham gave glory to God as God, “the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.”  Abraham was elevated to see God eye to eye, who joined God in mind and heart.  He saw his reality but he also saw God’s reality which overruled his.  He put his stake in God’s reality and so he saw as God saw, thought as God thought.  He was liberated from the limits of his age, Sarah’s barrenness, his fear, and any and all things that bound him, making him a prisoner.  There, he became like God, became one with God.  And so, the righteousness credited to him is the sign of his complete unity with God.  God became his joy, his hope, his very salvation.  This truth is beautifully illustrated when Abraham willingly offered his son Isaac, the very child of the promise.  There appeared the beautiful righteousness of God.  God is all in all to Abraham.  They are one forever.  There is only glory after glory of God for Abraham.  Amen.
What about David’s life?  He, too, had many ups and downs.  In his early years, he was pursued by Saul who wanted to kill him.  Later in life, he had Uriah killed in battle so he could take Bathsheba to be his wife.  Their first son died as a result.  When David became old, he was once again chased by someone, but this time by his own son Absalam.  God later divided his kingdom and eventually sent the people of Israel into exile.  The nation was no more.  And yet, out of the rubble, what did David himself find?  He found the eternal treasure.  As he confessed, “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.”  What is this blessedness?  After all, because of David’s sin, the kingdom of Israel crumbled.  That’s no blessing.  But what is the blessedness David received which transcends all things?  God revealed his righteousness when he took away David’s sin.  In place of sin, God’s righteousness appeared, reigned, and united David to God.  And there, David with open arms welcomed his salvation.  He prostrated before God who is his blessedness.  David’s hope was not the nation of Israel but God’s eternal kingdom in which he became a citizen.  His life on earth, which was full of struggles, was filled with the praises of God.  Psalm is the everlasting testimony of the glory of God.  David became a living testimony of God’s righteous decree on sinners.  He himself was transcended into God’s realm along with Abraham.  There was the earthly realm in which he constantly suffered but he dwelled in the heavenly realm in which nothing in all of creation could separate him from God.  He praised God as God and gave thanks to him till his last breath on earth.  He lived a life rich with the blessedness of God.  He still does so to this day even though he is dead.  Amen.
According to vs. 3:21 and 22, Paul testifies, “But now, a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  The Scriptures, which contain the records of Abraham’s and David’s lives, testify to this righteousness from God.  Now, this righteousness is fully proclaimed, fully demonstrated in the person Jesus Christ.  When did Jesus enter the world?  He did so when God’s wrath is against all the godlessness and wickedness of this world which Paul meticulously lists in the previous chapters.  After such fine arguments, no one could say “praise God!”  Yet, in that very place, Jesus did just that.  He proclaimed that the kingdom of God is near.  He dared to claim the whole world for God’s name.  Obviously, he has something that no one else, not even the Jews, had.  That something is the righteousness.  His life revealed an innate righteousness which only he possesses.  In every situation he was in, as revealed in all the gospels, he remained apart from everyone else.  He did not become entangled in the things of this world as everyone else was enslaved to.  He was consumed with the things of God, with the righteousness of God.  His words, his prayer, his very life showed that he and God are one.  When Jesus appeared, God appeared.  In him, we see that all things are fulfilled, the whole new creation come to fruition.  There is only beauty and glory in him.  He saw all things and lived his life with God who is the majestic LORD of heaven and earth.  When he taught at the synagogues, when he spoke to the religious leaders, every mouth was silenced.  The righteousness he embodied could not be encroached.  He made everyone to be convicted of God and stand before God in truth.  Finally, he was crucified on the cross for the very righteousness he revealed to the world.  The Jews chose to suppress the truth by killing Jesus.  But his very crucifixion is the active demonstration of the righteousness from God.  Jesus submitted himself with complete trust into God’s hand by being hung on a cross though he himself is blameless.  What he did is beautiful and marvelous.  Amen.  With his offering, God accepted this one act of righteousness as the complete atonement for the sin of the world.  Jesus died and his body was later laid in the tomb.  For three days, the body laid lifeless, motionless.  Jesus was indeed dead all that time.  But God demonstrated full the power of his righteousness when Jesus was raised from the dead.  It is the Salvation from God to give life to the dead.  Therefore, it is the same Salvation from God for all who put their trust in him.  In us is credited the same righteousness that makes us to be God’s own, to be formed in the likeness of Jesus.  The same power and Salvation that raised Jesus from the dead is in us.  The Life Jesus lived lives in us and so we are filled with his beauty and glory.  We are united to him in Righteousness.  Amen.  We now see and know that all things are under God who is LORD over all.  Like Jesus, we dare to claim this world for his name.
So what is the significance of the righteousness from God in a more practical sense to us?  For me personally, I have been praying and having in mind going to China very soon.  It has been my prayer for a year now.  Interestingly, Msn. Sam called me a week ago and asked me to pray to go to China even as early as next year.  Of course, all sorts of concerns come to my mind.  How much will Msn. Rebekah and Daniel have to suffer?  What will happen to James and possibly his cousin Jane if God helps her to enter UC?  I’ve talked to P&G 3 years ago about a transfer to China but the response was not positive.  It’s very difficult and expensive for the company to make the transfer.  So, I don’t know how Msn. Rebekah and I will support ourselves.  Most importantly, in just the recent past, I’ve wanted to give up on this life of faith many times.  It seems like each time I go through a struggle, my desire to surrender has only intensified.  I prayed often, Lord, I think this is it.  It’s over for me.  I can’t keep going like this.  So, once we go to China, what will happen when I want to give up again?  There will not be any co-workers there to help me.  Yet, here I am before you, speaking today’s message.  Looking back to even my childhood, my life should have ended several times.  However, each time, Life comes to me and I step forward by the grace of God.  Now, I know based on Romans that this power of God is the righteousness from God through Christ Jesus.  And even though I cannot fully grasp or testify to it, I know it lives, it reigns.  This righteousness from God is Jesus’ greatness.  I have received this revelation from God as Paul did for he said, “7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”  I want to seek greatness.  I want to know greatness.  I want to live greatness.  There is definitely suffering ahead but there is the surpassing greatness of Jesus, the righteousness from God.  It is a journey worth taking.  Lord Jesus, come!  Praise be to God in the highest.  To him be all the glory now and forever.  Amen.
