2007 Roman Study 2

GOD DEMONSTRATES TO US IN THE GOSPEL HIS JUSTICE
Romans 1:18-4:25
key verse 3:25-26 “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”
Last week, through Paul’s testimony, we were faced with the question of who Jesus is. He is the Christ, which means the good news to us from God, and the power of salvation for everyone who believes. Through him and for his name’s sake, we have received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. Paul came to the truth that has been declared through the appearance of Jesus Christ to him. The righteousness came to him and captured him. Paul accepted by faith that Jesus who got a hold of him is the Christ to him. Right after he testified about Jesus, Paul helps us to see the reality of this world which is under the wrath of God whether we are Jews or Gentiles. He leads us to see more clearly the amazing gospel truth of the righteousness by faith in Jesus Christ who was sent by God in the midst of this world as the sacrifice of atonement for this world. I pray that God may help us to meet the truth of Jesus Christ every day through the gospel while we are facing this sinful world and our sinful selves, so that we may not be under the power of sin, but under the power of the Spirit. Amen. 
I. The wrath of God is revealed. (1:18-3:20)
     
Paul declares that the wrath of God is being revealed against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth, which is the life through righteousness by faith in Jesus Christ. This wickedness is at work in our own lives even at the present time. He gives us three examples of how people suppress the truth. 
    
First, What is most precious for us? It is our life. This is true for anyone, whether or not they have appreciated it. Why is the life given? According to Paul in 1:20 the life is given to us that we may glorify God as God and give thanks to him as long as we live. What has man been doing with his life? Man neither glorified God as God nor gave thanks to him. What happened to man that he doesn’t glorify God as God or give thanks to him? The reason is very simple. Man chooses something other than God. He has freedom but he becomes a slave of what he chooses. As a result of what he chooses, he has no freedom. 
In this world, there are plenty of testimonies about God who is the Creator, though he is not visible. When we carefully examine this world, we can naturally find God’s invisible qualities, his eternal power and divine nature. We cannot say that we haven’t seen anything about God in this world. However, though they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claim to be wise, they became fools and exchange the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
So what did God do? God gave them over to their choice. He allowed them to be overcome by their sinful desires, shameful lusts, and finally, a depraved mind. Man can choose what he wants, but he cannot determine the result of what he chooses, nor can he get out of the result of what he chooses. When he doesn’t glorify God as God or give thanks to him a man falls into something other than God. What should we learn from God who let himself be given up by man? At first glance we are frustrated. But in 3:21-31 we find that when God allows himself to be given up he saves us by being given up. We recognize God’s almighty grace which is revealed in his humility when he was not glorified by man. 

 
When we look at our society, this depraved mind is getting worse and worse. People openly talk about their sinful behavior, especially infidelity. Furthermore, they don’t think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. They have made themselves the enemy of God. When we face the reality of this world, we might have some frustration or sympathy for these people. At the same time, we might become self-righteous due to our Christian identity. However, Paul helps us to see the reality of ourselves by giving the second example. 

   
Second, those who pass judgment on others. Let’s look at 2:1 “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same thing.” There are people who pass judgment on others, though they do the same things. What is their problem? The problem is they think they are capable of escaping God’s judgment. They do not realize that God is helping them to repent. They are showing contempt for God’s rich kindness toward them. So, Paul testifies that God is judging them based on the truth. How does God judge them? With their stubbornness and unrepentant hearts they are storing up wrath against themselves for the day of God’s wrath. That is God’s judgment at present. God also gives to each person according to what he has done. There is trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
Paul is also helping us to discern who is righteous before God. Let’s look at 2:13 “For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.” We need to see ourselves based on this truth of whether or not we are rejecting God’s offer of salvation to us. 
The appearance of Jesus Christ testifies to us that God is kind, but also that he will judge men’s secrets. What is the message we should read in the appearance of Jesus, then? We should learn to thank God for his grace of bearing with us. We should do so with repentance in the name of Jesus Christ and in his blood of what we are and what we do in our daily life. By repentance we are cleansed and our prayer of gratitude will be acceptable for the Holy. Why should we be right with God today? We should be right with God because God judges our secrets at present but God will also judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ. Paul is not merely talking about what happens after death. He is telling us that there is something more in this life than what we sense with our perception. We might say this is the world of God who judges rather than the world which is judged.
   
Third, Jews who brag about their relationship with God. Paul’s last example is specifically about Jews. The Jews are in a unique situation. They were chosen by God as his holy people. They have been given the law through Moses at Mount Sinai. They are the ones who rely on the law and brag about their relationship with God. They always think that they are superior to any other people and should be the teachers for everyone because they were chosen by God and have the law. We may think that they deserve to be proud. Is that true that they are better than others? Paul is testifying that they are against themselves when they brag about themselves to other people. In other words, their words and their behavior are inconsistent to what they are. They are not actually different from others. They are, in fact, worse for blaspheming God’s name and doing evil things as God’s people. So, Paul reasons the truth of them through the discussion on one of the highest honors of the Israelites, circumcision. Circumcision has value if they keep the law as God’s people. If they don’t follow the law, they become the ones who have not been circumcised. On the other hand, though the Gentiles are not circumcised, if they keep the law, they will be regarded as the circumcised. Paul is not denying the value of circumcision. He is speaking of the essence of the religious act. We may say that the circumcision has become merely the physical matter for the Israelites (since they disregarded God as they regarded the circumcision. They lost the true meaning of circumcision. Circumcision means the repentance and the seal of righteousness through faith. God would be pleased with the one who is circumcised by the Spirit, not by just a physical sign. So, Paul testifies that even the Jews are under God’s wrath. 

Through Paul’s reasoning so far, we may think about the lives of the people who suppress the truth. It seems that all three different kinds of people mean to do good. Also they look very comfortable when they follow their way of life which is defined by their value system. However, when we look at their life from God’s perspective, their lives appear to be full of suffering. Paul says that their suppression is wicked. This means that they are intending to do something to repress the truth which is already been testified in their own existential truth, in their sufferings, in the Scriptures, in their conscience, in their thoughts which is embodied in Jesus Christ in his appearance, and in his resurrection. Their wickedness is expressed in their perverted way of life, in their judgment on others and in their bragging about their relationship to God. While they are suppressing the truth of God, God’s suffering embodied in Jesus Christ, they have to struggle themselves to repress the accusations in their hearts. This is the reality of the life which doesn’t know rest in righteousness by faith. What, then, has God been doing for them? God has given people thoughts and conscience, which enables them to see God’s glory and eternal power. God also gave them the law to follow which helps them to seek his righteousness. 
From 3:1-20, Paul is testifying how firstly the Jews and secondly the Christians, the chosen people, have still failed to glorify God, in spite of all the work of God in human existence, in his creation and in the giving of the Scriptures. They have been entrusted with the very words of God. But they didn’t understand why God gave them the law, the word of God. Instead, they complained to God, asking why he is judging them. They had to be conscious of sin through this word of God. They could have been repenting and coming to God. But they complained instead. They didn’t stop there. They even devised a very wicked theory. They said in theory their evil doings increased God’s glory. What a perverted way of thinking and life in God! Paul is saying that their condemnation is deserved. 
So what’s Paul’s conclusion as he is examining this world through the gospel of God, Jesus Christ? Let’s look at 3:9, 10 “As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.” Paul arrives at the truth that no one is righteous and everyone is a sinner before God. No one can cover up the sin problem by being good by their own way. Every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 
II. By faith (3:21-4:25)
    
 Now, Paul talks about the theme which he talked about at the beginning: righteousness. We may say that the three examples of life we examined are not righteous before God. Why is Paul so obsessed with this righteousness? He is obsessed with it because for Paul, this righteousness is the life itself. It comes only through the gospel of God, Jesus Christ. Let’s look at verse 21 “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify” However, this righteousness may not appeal to the one who is in need of something for his or her life. When our life is threatened by something, such as poverty, exam, or business, our thinking cannot come up to the righteousness of which the Bible speaks. We should, however, be able to see that life is in God and comes from God. We may or may not get what we think we need for our life. But we know in our own life experiences that we end up in disappointment and emptiness even when we get what we want. The fairy tale of a girl who tried to catch a rainbow is a fit illustration for our life. Why is that?  Without this righteousness, we cannot fit into God who is holy, who alone can make us holy and acceptable to him by means of his forgiveness of sin. Without forgiveness of sin, we cannot escape from God’s judgment of sin. We will only suffer in the consequences of our sin. 

   
There is hope that we may get out of this life which is under the power of sin. God already knew that the law cannot make people righteous, so he made his way which enables all people to be righteous. It is Jesus Christ who brings righteousness to those who have faith in him. God made Jesus Christ pay the price of all sin on the cross as the sacrifice of atonement. Let’s read 3:25-26 “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” This is the only way that God offers for us to be righteous. When we believe this gospel truth, we are free of the guilt of sin. We are no longer under the power of sin and judgment. We are rather under God’s grace and peace. Moreover, we may have the eyes to see this world through the gospel of God, Jesus Christ. Of course, this world is full of sin. Most people ignore the truth of the gospel. However, we will not be affected by this miserable reality when we rejoice in Jesus Christ, because he is the one who will bring all people to God though no one deserves salvation. In Jesus Christ, we are enabled to have hope to have life and live the life of Jesus Christ and bring God’s justice into this world which is full of sin. What will happen, then? We will be happy and God will be happy, for we will rule over sin and death and the whole creation will be liberated from the grip of sin and death as well. All will be glorious. The whole world will be filled with the glory of our God through Jesus Christ, forever and ever. Paul speaks in 1 Corithians 15 of the even more amazing thing that the day is coming when God will be all in all. Though I do not know what that exactly is since God is good that must be very, very good.
 
Paul then gives us the example of the lives which testifies this truth that we are justified by faith and that we are given the life in Jesus Christ.. We all know how Abraham was credited as righteous before God. He believed God though he didn’t see anything which could give him clues that God was saying the truth. He just believed God’s word as it was. And God credited his faith as righteousness!!!  Abraham was circumcised as the sign of this righteousness. We know in the record of Genesis that Abraham made many mistakes. But God didn’t remember his failures or sin problems. God gave him the promise that he and his offspring would be heirs of the world. Though Abraham didn’t have a physical heir, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations. What does this mean? When Abraham was credited righteousness by faith, it was not for him alone. It was also for us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. Jesus was the one who was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. Paul also writes about David, who also testified to the blessedness of God who forgives man of his sin. Nothing was bigger than the forgiveness of sin for David. He realized that God was more powerful than the power of sin and death. When we realize the joy and happiness which David had when he was forgiven, then we are on the path to the new way of life which comes from Jesus Christ. This life is not ruled by sin, but by the forgiveness of sin, and has no limitation to bring God’s grace to many people. May God bless us to live in the forgiveness of sin which comes through faith. May we see the true beauty of this world, which is God’s world that he reigns over with his gospel, and acknowledge and appreciate the truth of this life which God has given us. Amen. 

