2007 Romans Study 1 

THROUGH HIM

Romans 1:1-17, key verse 5, 17 “Through him and for his name’s sake we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.”

Romans is the letter which Paul wrote to Roman Christians, probably during his third missionary journey. He was ready to return to Jerusalem with the offering from the mission churches for poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem. In this letter, Paul expresses his eagerness for them to know about Jesus Christ who was the atonement of sacrifice for our sins. He elaborates on the gospel, Jesus Christ, God’s plan of salvation and righteousness for all mankind. He begins by introducing himself and clarifying the themes which he is going to talk about.  In today’s passage, Paul teaches about who Jesus is in various ways in order to help the Roman Christians. I pray that God may help us also to know who Jesus is and receive grace and apostleship by faith in him. Amen. 
1. For his name’s sake (1-7) 

      I have learned that Jesus is much greater and bigger than I used to think. I realized that I have seen what I want to see in Christ Jesus. But I give thanks to God for helping me not to see only myself, who is too small, with disappointment, but to see His hope through Christ Jesus. I hope we all may see the Lord, Christ Jesus and be filled with great hope and vision. Amen. 

   Let’s look at verse 1-7. These verses include Paul’s introduction of himself and the greeting to the Roman Christians. Let’s look at verse 1 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God” Paul calls himself a servant of Christ Jesus. What’s the meaning of servant? The Greek translation of this word means a slave who completely belongs to his owner and has no freedom to leave. How could Paul call himself a slave to Jesus Christ? He had been a persecutor of Jesus Christ. However, when he was on the way to Damascus to get rid of all Christians, Jesus appeared to him, and he was totally changed. He testifies to Jesus as the gospel of God, the power of salvation for everyone who believes. From that moment, Paul was bound to Jesus who owns his life. Paul couldn’t think of himself without Jesus. He also had the conviction that he was called as an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God. Apostle means someone who is specially commissioned by Christ. Paul understood and accepted that he was set apart for the mission of preaching the gospel of God to all Mankind. Galatians 1:15 says “But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased” Pau is speaking of the grace of God who wants all men to be saved from sin and death. For this, God chose Paul, who was the worst sinner, so that he could display his amazing love through this person. This is why Paul always boldly introduces himself as a servant of Christ Jesus, who was set apart for the gospel of God. Lord may you help us to find ourselves in Jesus Christ, the gospel of God who gives us forgiveness of sin and calls us to be apostles in this generation. Amen. 
In verse 1, Paul introduces himself as a servant of Christ Jesus. In his introduction, we are faced with the answer to the question: who is Jesus? Jesus is the Christ. When Paul introduces Jesus, he says, Jesus is Christ. What is the meaning of Christ? I believe we may remember Peter’s confession to Jesus when he said, ‘You are the Christ.’ When Peter said ‘Christ’, he meant that Jesus is the Messiah whom the Israelites had been waiting for. Does Paul mean the same thing when he says ‘Christ’? I believe it is more than that when we think about the whole book of Romans. What Paul meant here is not like Peter’s limited meaning. He rather is talking about the Christ who saves all Mankind from sins so that we might live with God. None of this was possible before Jesus came. This Christ gives us the righteousness of God through his sacrifice and he is the embodiment of God who gives us new life over which death has no power. Paul gives  Abraham and David as examples of those who believed God who revives the dead by his mighty power and Spirit. Through the example of Adam, he testifies about Jesus who gives eternal life for us who had been reigned over by death. Jesus reveals this indescribable love of God for us through his life. It is the Christ who made salvation of the Gentiles possible through the Israelites’ failure and who gave hope to save the Israelites through the Gentiles who have faith in Jesus. He made it possible for us to be acceptable living sacrifices for his name. Paul couldn’t describe this amazing truth and grace through Christ Jesus. Before Jesus, God had wrestled with the Israelites, but through Jesus, he could be the complete God, and almighty God for all Mankind. When Paul thought about this Christ Jesus, he couldn’t say anything except about God’s deep wisdom and immeasurable grace. 
 But Paul doesn’t stop there. He recognizes Christ Jesus as the gospel of God which God prepared in advance from the beginning. When Paul met Christ Jesus, the gospel of God, he could reconnect what he already knew with who Jesus is through the Scriptures. Let’s look at verse 2-4 “-the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.” Christ Jesus was the descendant of David in his human nature. What is the meaning of Descendant of David? As we know, King David prophesied about Jesus Christ who would come as his Lord. David also had been waiting to see his Lord. God promised David that he will send David’s Lord through his descendants. How could the Lord come through a man’s descendant? It is an impossible thing, but God made it true. So this tells us that Christ Jesus is the promised Lord who David longed to see. Paul also says Christ Jesus is the Son of God. Actually, I haven’t understood well what this means, But God helps me to understand. In fact, you and I could never understand and see God. Then how can we know about him? We cannot know him unless He reveals himself to us. For this reason, God sent Christ Jesus as his Son, so that we may know about him through Jesus. Through Jesus we are enabled to have faith in God and follow him. In other words, when we think about Jesus, we may see the LORD, and when we think about the LORD, we may see Christ Jesus. But Jesus is not an idol which God has made for us. Jesus is the Son of God who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead. Nobody had seen such thing as the resurrection until Jesus came. By his resurrection from the dead, Jesus declared his power over death with the power God declared in his Holy Spirit. These two truths, that he was a descendant of David and was declared with power to be Son of God, makes him the complete Christ who is perfectly human and perfectly God. Moreover, through these truths about Christ Jesus, we could be sure that the gospel is truly ‘of God’. Praise God who gives us this gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Paul summarized all the above in verse 5 “Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.” 
 We have received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles. How could we receive this apostleship? Paul says, it is ‘through him and for his name’s sake’. Through Jesus Christ, who came to the earth and sacrificed himself for our forgiveness, we are given his grace and apostleship. Through Jesus and for his name’s sake, we are given the authority and honor which nobody could have to represent Jesus Christ. God allowed us this grace and apostleship in order to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. In other words, God wants every person to know and worship in the name of Jesus, all creation in heaven and on earth and under the earth. We could never know such Life exists without Christ Jesus. This Life is different from the life which we had before Jesus Christ. This is the Life which we are given through him and for his name’s sake.
  Why is the apostleship grace to us? First, it is because we are not qualified. Paul knew himself very well. He had been the most serious enemy of God who persecuted the Christians. We are all sinners like him whether we are aware of this truth or not. When we think of this truth of ourselves, no one can object that it is the grace of God to receive apostleship. Second, God allowed us to share the mystery of God that he forgives sinners, and calls the Gentiles to be his own. We may understand this truth when we look at ourselves. We were out of his salvation, however, through his grace and mercy, we could join this mysterious gospel work which calls life out of nothing. Whenever we preach the gospel of God, we may see how powerful and great it is to embrace all humans, even all creatures. Third, the calling is grace because, though we were not capable of serving God by ourselves, we have been able to live and work for Christ’s name. I am sure that we all see our weakness and still suffer because of our sinful nature. We fail even though we are in God. However, we are given his grace and mercy to move forward for his gospel work because of Jesus Christ. We may witness that the gospel calls the people among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 
 In verse 6-7, Paul makes it clear that the truth of grace and apostleship applies to the Christians in Rome also. “And you are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul described the apostleship as God’s love for them and this calling led them into Jesus Christ. And Paul called them ‘saints’. The basic idea behind the Greek meaning of this word is holiness. It means all Christians are saints in that they are set apart to God and are being made increasingly holy by the Holy Spirit. God’s peace is with them. Nothing and no one in all creation can separate them from the love of God in Jesus Christ. By his love, God calls us as his possession, a holy people, and He helps us to live by the faith which is acceptable to God. Thus, we may reach the truth that Jesus is truly our Lord who gives us grace and apostleship though our faith. Amen.  
2. In order to harvest among you(8-13)

    Let’s look at verse 8 “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world.” Paul thanked God for them first. Why? It was because their faith was being reported all over the world. Paul’s number 1 priority was to preach the good news, the gospel of God. He always cared about someone who had not heard about the gospel. So when he heard about the faith of the Roman Christians, he was so happy gave thanks to God for their faith. Jesus Christ was the only source of joy and happiness for Paul. When he saw the gospel of God, Christ Jesus was alive among the Gentiles, he was full of joy and hope. Let’s look at 9-13. “God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong-that is, that you and I mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned may times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.” We too may learn to rejoice and also his secret to pray all the time with the hope that he could have harvest among the Gentiles through him and for his name’s sake. May God help us to rejoice with gospel coworkers while we are preaching the good news to all people. And help us to see the true gift from God, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

   Obviously, Paul might have been frustrated when he couldn’t go to Rome. He eagerly wanted to go there because he loved God, but God blocked him until then. However, he was not distracted by this, rather, he devoted himself to the service of God in preaching the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He could see the hope of God which would harvest the whole world through the name of Jesus Christ. Abiding in this hope of God, he committed himself to harvesting a few people among the Gentiles. He knew it was truly serving God’s hope to raise some people who would dedicate themselves to the world mission work. Paul had already seen that the harvest through the people who work for his name’s sake. When Paul saw the Roman Christians, he could have a vision that the whole world would be enriched by Jesus’ gospel. We know his harvest work could change whole Christian history. May God bless us to raise your disciples even 120 who would dedicate themselves to the service of God. Amen. 

3. The righteousness of God(14-17) 

    Let’s look at verse 14-15 “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.” Paul clarified why he wanted to preach the gospel to them who were already excellent Christians. He was obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and foolish. Why he did say that he was obligated? We know Paul’s life was miserable before he met Jesus. Whenever Paul remembered God’s grace upon him, he regarded himself as debtor to all people, which is the grace of God. He knew he was the best example that a sinner could be changed in Jesus Christ. He didn’t mind serving both educated and non-educated people in Rome. His heart was broad enough to welcome all kinds of people. We may say that his heart was like Jesus Christ. May God help us to learn Paul’s eagerness and broken heart for all people, so that we may build others who will live for his name’s sake in his grace and mercy. Amen. 
Verse 16, 17 shows why Paul was so earnest in the preaching of the gospel. Let’s look at 16-17 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a  righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”” Why did Paul mention that he was not ashamed of gospel? Paul himself was in great suffering while he was preaching the gospel. Many people executed just because of their faith in Jesus. It made some people ashamed of gospel. However, Paul never was ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. What, then, is the salvation? In light of verses 16 and verse 5, Paul saw that faith in the gospel is the salvation. And this faith leads to the righteousness. In verse 17, he speaks why the gospel is the power of God for the salvation. The righteousness that is by faith is the same as the obedience that comes from faith. When a person hears the gospel and has faith in it, God calls the person as righteous. It means he has the right relationship with God through Jesus Christ. In other words, Jesus is our salvation. Jesus is righteous himself before God. And God revealed himself who is righteous through Jesus Christ. God enables us to have faith which we cannot have by ourselves, but comes from Jesus Christ. There is no one righteous, but we could become righteous by his grace. This testifies us that this gospel is truly ‘of God’ and his love for us. Now I see that the righteousness is not far from us. It is not difficult for us to get. It is very near from us and has a very simple name, ‘Jesus Christ.’ When we reach this truth of righteousness by faith in Jesus Christ, we may see how deep and how big the love of God is for us. Praise God who calls us as righteous through Jesus Christ. May God help us to see this God’s grace and mercy for us, so that we may have life in his righteousness. Amen. 
 While I was preparing this message, actually, I disappointed at myself many times because of my lack of understanding and my small world in Jesus. Frankly speaking, many Christians, including me, are living as Christians in common sense. Actually, we know many Christians who feel they are not different from those who don’t have faith. While I was discovering more about Jesus Christ through Romans study, I have realized that Christian life is living a blessed life through Jesus Christ. What should we do when we live in blessing with less trouble than before? We must find the truth about Jesus, because it is easier to come to him. While we do this, our life becomes like Jesus. I believe this is our goal we have to have in Jesus Christ. When we think about Paul, we may see how we can grow up in him. He never stopped struggling to reach his goal which had given through Jesus. I pray that we know Jesus Christ more and deeper through this Romans Bible study. Amen. 
