On “the gospel” about Jesus Christ is “of God” claim in Romans 

**note: Paul opens Romans with the claim that the gospel about Jesus Christ is “of God”.  In light of the content of Romans we may understand this claim in two ways. Firs,t Paul means that God is revealed in the gospel about Jesus Christ. Second, he means that the gospel is a “heavenly” gift. Counting on his credentials, we expect the “of God” claim is profound and extensive. He was the best Moses scholar, perhaps from his time on to this day. He had a thorough knowledge of Greek philosophy. He was the missionary for all the Gentiles in the most extensive sense of his time. He was a Jew, who were scattered virtually all over the world, therefore were informed of all cultures and religions of the world, himself being reared as a Diaspora Jew in a Roman colony.  It is essential for our understanding of Romans that we grasp what Paul means that the gospel is “of God”. The grasp is also beneficial for our life since we live what we believe. 

1. 1: 2-4. What does Paul point out in each of his reasoning in verses 2-5 to prove that the gospel about Jesus Christ is “of God”?  What is the importance of this claim which he is so eager to prove? What is its significance to us?

2. 1: 5-17. List the things in verses 5-17 which Paul recognized as he heard about the presence of Christians in Rome.  What is Paul’s own answer in verses 13-17 as to why he wanted to preach the gospel to the Christians in Rome, whom he admitted in 15:14 as being fully competent and mature? What could he mean that the gospel is “of God” in light of verses 5-17?

3. 1:17-4:25. What was the truth “of God” which has been testified in the Scriptures, the Old Testament, according to 1:17-18 and 3:20,21? In what three ways have men been suppressing the gospel truth according to 1:18-2:29? How did Jews and Christians alike suppress the gospel truth according to 3:1-20? How did God answer men who provoked his wrath and deserve his punishment according to 3:21-31? What did David testify concerning the gospel about Jesus Christ? In what way did the gospel appear to Abraham? How did he respond to the gospel? In what way did both David and Abraham show that the righteousness from God which was given to them was indeed “of God”? 

4. 5:1-11. We can convert 5:9-11 as follows: his blood + sinner = justification. God’s enemy + the death of the Son = reconciliation. The reconciled + the Lord Jesus Christ = joy in God! In view of verses 9-11, what is the scope and dimension of the gift of God given in the gospel about Jesus Christ? What is the credibility of the hope?

5. 5:12-21. How does Paul illustrate the power of the gift of life through Jesus Christ in 5:12-21? What does he mean here that the gospel is “of God”?

6. 6:1-10.  What has become the truth of our existence because of the gospel? (We should keep in mind that Paul is talking about the truth of our life from the gospel perspective. Many people experience difficulty in this section because they are not sure if they died to sin.) How can we live up to our existential truth? (6:11-14) How can we become slaves to obedience? (6:15-18: slave to sin + whole hearted obedience to the form of teaching = slave of righteousness, and the gift is eternal life.) What is unbelievable about this? Why must the truth be true? What does Paul mean here that the gospel is “of God”?

7. 7:1-8:39 Paul illustrates the life abiding in the love of God in this section. The life abiding in the love of God is simply the life of a person who trusts the justification through Jesus Christ. What is in this life according to chapters 7-8?

8. 9:1-11:36. According to verses 9:19-29, in what three ways did God exercise his sovereignty to reveal his mercy? What aspect of God’s mercy does Paul prove in the three quotes of prophecy? How does Jesus “the stumbling stone” reveal God’s mercy both to the Gentiles and to the Jews according to 9:30-10:21? What was the hope Paul testified to in his reasoning in chapter 11 that God’s mercy was revealed in Israel’s failure? What does Paul mean that the gospel about Jesus Christ is “of God”?

9. In chapters 12-16 Paul testifies to us the amazing thing that we as we are have become acceptable offerings to God, blameless and with no defect. Those who studied the Pentateuch may know how impossible this is.  Paul also testifies to us the amazing thing that we humans can worship God, which means, in light of John 17, become one with God. Share how we can worship God and in what matters as much as you can find in these chapters. 

