I am the LORD Your God
Exodus 20:1-17

Key verse:  2 – "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
Today, our study is dedicated solely to the Ten Commandments.  What is the significance of these Ten Commandments upon which the covenant is based?  There is much controversy over them in our society today.  People on one side want to remove the Ten Commandments from the classroom and public places like government buildings quoting separation of church and state.  Those on the other side want the Ten Commandments to stay so as to teach children and adults alike religious ethics that are good for society and family.  But what does the Exodus, the Pentateuch, testify to us in regard to the Ten Commandments?  It is the foundation of the covenant YHWH made with Israel on Mt. Sinai.  There, he appeared to them in thunder and lightening with clouds of dark smoke.  The people trembled with fear and were not allowed to approach the mountain because it is holy.  Anyone who did so must be put to death.  Then, how can this covenant be established, the holy marriage between YHWH and his people?  How can the people of Israel know YHWH who is invisible, who is most holy and cannot be approached, who is to be feared at a distance?  They were so afraid that they asked YHWH not to speak to them directly but through Moses.  But the gracious YHWH gave them the Ten Commandments of which he is the essence.  Though the Israelites could not describe YHWH since he had no physical form nor compare him to anyone or anything because he is not one of them and yet, at the same time, they knew him whose name is YHWH.  They did not mistaken YHWH for anyone else.  He is near them.  He is among them.  Through the Ten Commandments, they knew they breathed, ate, slept, and worked because of him.  Thank YHWH for the Ten Commandments through which we may know him who is invisible, who is not like anyone or anything we have seen or heard.  Thank God this revelation is made complete through Jesus Christ.  Amen.
I.  You Shall have no Other Gods before Me (vs. 1-11)
Vs. 1 and 2 say, “And God spoke all these words:  ‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.’”  The writer of Exodus made certain that every word recorded here came from the mouth of YHWH.  Nothing originated from the mind of Moses, Aaron or anyone else on the face of the whole earth.  No words were added or taken away.  All these words are of heavenly origin, that is, from YHWH himself.  What happened when he spoke these words to the people?  Immediately, the Israelites knew that YHWH, who cannot be seen, was speaking to them from Mt. Sinai in thick darkness and thunder.  He was not one of the gods they saw the Egyptians bow down to and worshiped.  He is the one who unequivocally conquered the nation of Egypt and brought Pharaoh and his highest officials down to their knees in surrender to YHWH to whom there is no comparison.  The Israelites saw with their own eyes the ten plagues of judgment YHWH declared on Egypt.  Never before or ever since did these mighty acts of judgment happen.  Step by step, they saw Pharaoh, his great officials, and all of the Egyptians weaken until the whole nation collapsed.  They witnessed that YHWH made a clear distinction when he struck the Egyptians and their livestock but left the Israelites and their livestock untouched.  Finally, the Israelites, who were like the sand on the seashore, underwent the great exodus, marching out of Egypt, plundering the Egyptians of their precious possessions because YHWH had made them favorably disposed to his people.  All the while, they saw that the Egyptians, who were once their masters, become their subjects, bowing to their every request.  YHWH had elevated the Israelites to royal status.  The last tie to Egypt was severed when YHWH buried Pharaoh and his mighty army under the Red Sea.  They were no more.  The one whose voice was coming from Mt. Sinai, thundering before them, is this very YHWH who fearfully and wonderfully revealed himself to them.  He is the one who freed them once and for all from the land of tyranny.  He is the one who assigned them a new beginning.  As YHWH said, he alone is their God, who gave them new birth, setting them apart by his mighty arm.  He formed them into his people with his own hands.  They were to be his blessed firstfruits among many to come.  Amen.
So when YHWH introduced himself to the Israelites, there was no doubt who was speaking to them though they saw no face or any physical form.  It was there on Mt. Sinai that he established the covenant of the Ten Commandments, the first ever such covenant made between YHWH and a nation of people.  What is the first commandment?  “3You shall have no other gods before me.”  As YHWH just proclaimed, he is their God, their one and only God.  No one else judged the Egyptians with signs and wonders never before seen.  No other hand delivered them out of that place.  This covenant, this marriage, is exclusive between YHWH and them.  He is their Father who gave them birth.  He is their long awaited Bridegroom who makes the bride complete and joyous.  There is no other.  Their minds, their hearts, and their souls must be devoted to him.  There is no compromise.  YHWH did not deliver them with such wonder and awe to share them with anyone else.  They belong solely to him.  The second commandment is like the first.  “4You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments.”  The Israelites saw all kinds of idols while staying in Egypt for 400 years.  The land of Canaan which they would possess had other idols.  They were continually surrounded by idols and idol worshippers.  They were heavily influenced by them.  Their weakness is evident when they had Aaron make a calf idol.  This matter is deadly serious to YHWH.  The Israelites cannot excuse themselves by saying that idol worship is harmless and even OK because it’s practiced by so many people.  They were entering into a sacred union with YHWH in which any sign of adultery breaks the covenant.  YHWH in his fierce jealousy detests any hint of adultery.  They were solely devoted to him.  They would viciously insult and belittle YHWH if they thought that these created things were worthier of their worship than the Creator.  They would betray the very one, the Most Holy, who formed them, who completed them, who gave them new life.

Together, the first two commandments show YHWH’s grace and how great of a privilege the Israelites have to whom YHWH gave of himself.  Out of all the earth, YHWH chose them to be his treasured possession, a holy nation belonging to God.  They had this exclusive blessing of blessings.  YHWH alone is their glory and honor.  In his grace, he bestowed himself on them, loving them for a thousand generations.  At the same time, these two commandments show how utterly tragic the Israelites would be if they disobeyed him.  They would be cut off from more than life, more than a blessing.  They would be cut off from YHWH himself who is worthier than anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  Their lives separated from YHWH would be worse than their oppressive slavery in Egypt.  Not only so, their own children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren would suffer because of their terrible sin.  But in this way, they would discover the worth of YHWH when he judges them.  Their eyes would then be opened to him, the Majesty, the Glory.  Thank YHWH who in his grace made himself known to us and who made himself to be our God.  Let us read vs. 3 together.  Now, let us read 4 together.  Amen.
What did YHWH command next?  7"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name."  How great is God’s name?  He gave himself the name YHWH.  Never before did anyone know him by this name.  Not even the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew him by this name.  They knew God as El-Shaddai, the one who calls things that are not as though they were.  He promised to give Isaac to Abraham and Sarah who were as good as dead and Sarah was still barren.  One year later, Isaac was born.  While Jacob and Esau were still in Rebekah’s womb, God said that the older would serve the younger.  The covenant went to Jacob as God had foretold.  He made Jacob seventy strong and protected them from the severe famine.  They became countless like the stars in the sky.  During that time, the Israelites had known God as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, that is, through their patriarchs’ life stories.  However, YHWH is not limited to Abraham’s, Isaac’s, or Jacob’s relationship and knowledge of him.

And though he cannot be captured or fully defined by any name either, in his grace, he gave himself the name YHWH.  He allowed this name to refer to himself.  By this name, he came newly to the Israelites.  He helped the Israelites to know him.  He did so by showing them signs and wonders which their forefathers never witnessed.  He personally delivered them from their land of bondage.  He carried them on eagles’ wings and showered them with manna, the heavenly bread.  YHWH reserved his magnificence for the Israelites, their exclusive privilege to witness his glory.  As he declared, in this way, they knew he is YHWH their God.  He made YHWH the revelation of himself which no one else can do.  As he told Moses, YHWH is the name by which he is to be remembered for generations to come.  It is his name alone.  No one else shares in YHWH.  No one else and nothing else can be compared to or used in relation to his name.  Therefore, anyone who misuses or blasphemes his name calls upon his full wrath and judgment.  This individual would be held accountable for abusing YHWH’s personal name, guilty of slapping YHWH in the face.  He is to be feared, to be called upon in reverence and worship.  All glory, fear, and honor belong to him.  Amen.
In vs. 8-11, what did YHWH declare regarding the Sabbath?  8"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  YHWH spoke of the six days in which he created the heavens and the earth.  On the sixth day, YHWH made his greatest of all creation, man, formed in his image, in his likeness.  YHWH saw all he had made and it was very good.  Genesis chapter one gives the full account of the creation of the heavens and the earth.  YHWH completed all his work of creation in its vast array on the sixth day.  Each day was full of glory and wonder, the reflection of YHWH in his creation.  Yet, YHWH set apart the seventh day, the Sabbath.  On it, he rested from all the work he had done.  Why is this day so special that it is set apart as holy even from the other six glorious days?  YHWH commanded the Israelites that no one, not even the servants, aliens, or animals, were to work on the Sabbath.  In this way, they would honor and keep the day as holy.  Not doing any work sounds good.  Not doing any work is keeping the day as holy sounds even better.  But something is missing from that reasoning.

Then why is it so important that the Israelites rest on the Sabbath as YHWH did from his creation work?  For six days, the Israelites were busy with their survival.  Those days consisted of gathering and preparing the manna; catching, killing, plucking, and cooking the quail; feeding, dressing, and bathing their children.  They had to hand-wash their own dishes and clothes.  As historians pointed out, people from centuries ago spent their whole day physically laboring for their survival.  Not only so, the Israelites were constantly traveling.  On the sixth day, they were especially busy because they had to gather and prepare enough food for the Sabbath day as well.  So, when the Sabbath came, no one did any work, not even among the animals.  They didn’t even have their routine, casual conversations.  What did the Israelites do all day long on the Sabbath?  They remained in the camp, in their tents.  The whole place was quiet.  It must have been quite a sight to see as no other nation had the Sabbath!  The Israelites reflected on YHWH’s words as Moses commanded them.  They repented before YHWH whom they forgot during the six days.  They thanked YHWH who provided those six days and this particular day, the Sabbath, as rest.  They thanked him for the very life he breathed into them.  He is right there with them in the camp.  Step by step, YHWH led the Israelites to abide in him and he in them.  So, they rested in YHWH, their true Sabbath rest.  The holy Sabbath testifies that YHWH completed all of his work of creation when he sent Jesus Christ to restore sinful man fully to himself.  It is indeed finished.  The Sabbath day is indeed holy.  Thank YHWH who invites us to join him in fullness, in his rest.  Thank YHWH who blessed the seventh day, making it holy, that we may abide in him and he in us.  Amen.
II.  Honor Your Father and Mother (vs. 12-17)

What did YHWH command regarding one’s parents?  “12Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”  As many people have pointed out, this is the only one of the ten commandments in which YHWH gave a specific blessing to those who honor their parents.  So, honoring one’s father and mother is an important matter to YHWH.  In Exodus, the law of God requires that anyone who attacks or curses his parents must be put to death.  It is treated as severely as murder.  However, in today’s society, respecting parents is an ethical matter.  For many people, doing so is their duty, whether they like it or not.  Society teaches us to obey our parents.  Actually, for many Christians, honoring their parents has become an ethical responsibility.  Some would say that God told them in the commandment they have to do it so they do it.  But what is the essence of this command?  Paul wrote in Romans that all governing authorities have been established by God.  These authorities, in fact, represent YHWH’s authority on earth.  Paul elaborates on this matter in his letter.  
Needless to say, the parents are the governing authority in the family.  YHWH set the father and mother to lead, teach, and care for the children.  They represent his authority within the family.  So, honoring one’s parents is submission to YHWH who established that family.  It has to do with honoring him.  Few people come to this realization.  Many take their parents for granted, that their fathers and mothers would always be there to help no matter what the problem is.  These children don’t consider the sacrifices and pain the parents experience to raise and guide them.  Their parents many times have to bear the disobedience and recklessness of their sons and daughters.  They have to swallow the humiliation their children cause because of their foolishness.  I for one realize this for myself.  I’ve caused much heartache in the past for my father and mother.  They’ve had to bear my problems.  But in light of YHWH who established them as my parents, I realized that they are a testimony of the suffering and humiliation he bore because of my sins since birth.  Their lives testify to the love of him who is the Heavenly Father.  So, honoring one’s father and mother is not an ethical or social duty.  It has to do with the full recognition and obedience to YHWH.  When we see our parents, we are awakened to him who is among us, who is testifying to us that he is the Father of us all, teaching us, disciplining us, and bearing our sins on himself.  So, if anyone curses or attacks his parents, it is a direct attack on YHWH.  May YHWH help us to mature, that we may honor our parents as he intended, being awakened to him who loves us, who is continually bearing our sins on himself.  Truly, it is a blessed life, a life filled with YHWH every moment and every breath.  Amen.
According to the sixth through the tenth commandments, YHWH declared, 13"You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."  Most people would agree that these are good commandments.  In fact, all civilized societies base their laws and cultural standards on the principle of these foundational commands.  After all, what nation would say that murder or stealing is fine?  These commandments are honorable as they are if taken as a body of laws.  But what did YHWH intend for Israel with these commandments?  The last two specifically speak of the Israelites’ neighbors.  The meaning of neighbor here refers to more than just the person living next door.  In the case of Israel, everyone in the community is a neighbor.  They are one body with YHWH as the head.  This truth is testified even in the physical arrangement of the camp with the tabernacle in the center where YHWH dwelled and the twelve tribes at the perimeter.  Every Israelite’s neighbor is everyone else in the community.  They form the body of YHWH.  So, when a neighbor murders another neighbor, that person is destroying YHWH’s body.  Moreover, YHWH is the one who gave all of them new birth and new life through the exodus.  He is their Father.  When the child bleeds, the father bleeds with him.  When the child suffers, the father suffers with him.  Any offense against the child is an offense against the father.  So, when the Israelites follow and obey these commandments, they are not just dealing with another person.  That individual belongs to YHWH.  The Israelites lived by these commandments in fear of the one who is the head of them all.  Any sin they commit against one another is a sin committed against the Most Holy, the Most High.  They become fully aware and conscious of YHWH in their relationships to one another.  Christians are exactly the same.  We form one body, the body of Christ Jesus who is the head.  Any sin against a fellow believer is sin directly against Jesus, the LORD of all.  May YHWH help us to hold onto and obey these commandments in our relationships with one another, that we may honor YHWH who is the Father and head of us.  Amen.
So, in every commandment, from not having any gods before YHWH to not coveting the neighbor’s belongings, YHWH is at the center.  He is the essence of the Ten Commandments.  Though he has no physical form and the Israelites were kept at a distance from Mt. Sinai, YHWH bound himself to them in the covenant of these commandments.  He allowed them access to him by his name.  On the Sabbath, they rested in him.  They submit to him in their relationship with one another.  In every aspect of their life, they are in YHWH.  Amen.  Thank YHWH who is with us.  He comes to us and abides with us and we in him.  We tremble and prostrate because of his holy and fearful presence.  We thank and worship him who is glorious and gracious.  May YHWH continue to bless our Pentateuch study, to open our eyes to him moment by moment.  Amen.

Let’s pray.

