The Glory of the Lord Filled the Tabernacle

Exodus chs. 32-40

Key verse:  40:34 - 34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
In the previous passage, YHWH revealed his intent in leading the Israelites out of Egypt with his mighty hand and great display of his glory.  He wanted to be with them.  This is the truth of Immanuel.  Though we have heard of the phrase “God with us” many times, it is the astounding truth to this day.  This truth was revealed so vividly at the time of Exodus and in the desert.  YHWH gave them the covenant of the Ten Commandments, the priesthood, and the tabernacle as their place of worship.  He offered them everything they needed to dwell with him so that he may dwell among them.  Though the Israelites complained and would continue to do so, YHWH was the one who took the initiative when he rescued them from Egypt that he may dwell with them.  Why would the HOLY, Almighty, Eternal YHWH subject himself to so much humiliation and anguish for these ungrateful, always sinful, people who are no different than any other nation?  In their constant refusal, YHWH bore their rejection as their God, their husband.  This truth is testified in today’s passage.  The wonderful revelation is that YHWH redeemed them with himself.  This is the truth of Immanuel which is fully shown when the Israelites committed adultery against YHWH their husband.  He cleansed them of their adulterous sin through the Levites, resumed his journey leading them through Moses’ appeal, and enabled them to build the tabernacle.  What happened?  The glory of YHWH filled the tabernacle which never before happened and was never before seen.  This was God’s great work which was even more amazing than his deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  For the glory of YHWH filling the tabernacle was the living hope for Israel, for mankind, to be reunited with him, to be in his presence.  In his grace beyond grace, he gave the unyielding sign that he would send the Christ.  The tabernacle and the priesthood were the continual testimonies over the centuries of the One who would come and establish the permanent temple and eternal worship through himself, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

I.  My Presence will go with You (chs. 32-34)

As Moses was staying on Mt. Sinai having Bible study with YHWH for forty days and forty nights, the Israelites who were waiting became anxious.  They didn’t know what happened to Moses.  Maybe they thought he left them and they were on their own to reach the promised land.  Whatever the reason, their response showed that they were still heavily influenced by their stay in Egypt.  They asked Aaron who was second in command behind Moses to make them gods.  They were likely thinking about all the gods they heard and saw while in Egypt.  They were afraid to continue the journey in the harsh desert where there was scarce water and food.  They needed someone who can protect them.  Perhaps they thought YHWH left them when Moses was no longer with them.  What is even more disturbing is the fact that Aaron complied with their request.  He asked for gold earrings and fashioned them into a golden calf.  The situation grew worse as the Israelites began to say that these gods were the ones who brought them out of Egypt, rejecting YHWH.  The next day, they sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings to it.  They indulged in revelry.  They became the Egyptians.  They broke the very first two commandments and, thus, the covenant itself which bound them to YHWH, their Husband and Father.  They were no longer his.  They became widows and orphans.

Meanwhile, YHWH informed Moses what had happened.  They were now Moses’ people for they have forsaken YHWH and sought after other gods.  9 "I have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.  Then I will make you into a great nation."  YHWH was ready to destroy these Israelites.  Why would he do so when he had just carried them on eagles’ wings and wanted to make them his priestly nation?  Just how serious was their worship of an idol calf?  Romans 9:4 helps us to understand the life and death seriousness of this sin.  It says, “… Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.”  In other words, the Israelites received the impossible which became the reality.  They were the only people on earth whom YHWH chose to give his name, to shower them with his great glory.  With one fell swoop of their foolishness, they robbed themselves of the divine glory, of their eternal sonship.  Not only so, they also destroyed the lifeline YHWH created through them to save all people on earth.  With this one act of sin, they destroyed the whole world.  They condemned all people to an eternity without YHWH.  That was how serious their sin is to YHWH.

But in his unfathomable ways, YHWH raised Moses to display his great mercy in this very situation, in which there should be no forgiveness.  According to vs. 11 through 13, 11But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'"  Moses was immediately concerned for YHWH who indeed brought the Israelites out of Egypt with his great power and mighty hand.  The exodus was a one time event.  It never happened before and would never happen again.  This is the unique, special signature God placed in all history which magnificently revealed his greatness.  Second, he was concerned for God’s name.  What would Egypt, even the whole world, think when they heard of Israel’s demise?  God’s name would be blasphemed because of Israel’s sin.  But YHWH’s name is to be feared, held in the highest honor throughout the earth.  His name was the greatest inheritance the Israelites received.  So, Moses appealed to YHWH’s favor.  He depended on YHWH whose promise alone is truth, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, which can never be revoked or broken because he swore by himself, by the name above all names.  Moses’ concern was not for himself and surprisingly, not even for the people here.  YHWH alone is to be glorified and all peoples of the earth are to acknowledge and bow to YHWH, the One and Only.  Amen.  What was YHWH’s response?  “14Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.”  YHWH was pleased with Moses and so he relented from destroying Israel.  Israel should have been completely annihilated as they became the instruments of sin for sinning.  The cancer needed to be removed.  But in his unspeakable grace, YHWH bore their sin; Israel’s days would continue and the people would be established as his priestly nation.  Their every breath, their every second, was covered in the forgiveness of sin.  Amen.
After this, Moses returned to the camp only to see the great sin Israel had committed against her God.  His anger burned and he threw the tablets which broke at the foot of the mountain.  This was his testimony against them that they had broken the sacred covenant with YHWH.  They had committed adultery against their husband.  Moses burned and grounded the golden calf and made the Israelites drink the water that was sprinkled with its powder.  He rebuked Aaron who lied about what happened.  The people had to be cleansed so Moses called all who sided with YHWH.  The Levites rallied to Moses who commanded them to cut down everyone, whether brother or neighbor.  On that day, YHWH set them apart for they were fully devoted to him.  They were against anyone who was against YHWH, even if he was a brother or friend.  The people were in chaos, in revelry but what happened afterwards when the Levites killed the sinners?  The whole community was brought back to the fear of God.  Thus, YHWH was held in honor before all the Israelites.

The next day, Moses went back to YHWH to make atonement for the great sin Israel committed.  He asked YHWH to forgive them and if not, to blot him out of the book of life.  Moses’ willingness to sacrifice himself for the people is not for self-glory.  He is like Paul in Romans who was willing to offer his salvation for the Jews.  Moses knew the greatness YHWH gave to Israel.  It was the greatest blessing ever.  It was the blessing that would cover the whole world.  Moses knew the magnitude and seriousness of what would result if YHWH would not forgive the Israelites.  The whole world would be desolate without YHWH.  YHWH told Moses that he would punish those who have sinned against him.  1Then the LORD said to Moses, "Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your descendants.' … But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way."  When the Israelites heard these distressing words, they mourned and repented.  Moses appealed to YHWH again.  He asked YHWH to teach him so he may know and continue to find favor with YHWH.  14The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."  Moses sought YHWH’s favor a third time that YHWH may go with the Israelites.  Otherwise, they would be no different than any other nation on earth.  YHWH was their greatness.  17And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name."  And so, YHWH relented.  His Name remained with the Israelites and he would go ahead of them to give them the land of Canaan.  He would ask Moses to chisel out two more stones for the Testimony, that is, the covenant of the Ten Commandments.  Again, in his unfathomable way, YHWH raised his servant Moses for this very purpose.  As he proclaimed to Moses, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."  This was the glorious Bible study YHWH had with Moses.  He revealed through Moses YHWH, YHWH, who is the compassionate and gracious God, forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and sin.  It is forever the glorious reality that occurred on Mt. Sinai.  The Israelites sinned greatly against YHWH when they worshipped the calf idol.  That should have been the tragic end of the record of Exodus, along with Israel and with them, the whole world.  Any mentioning of hope was utterly absurd.  Yet, not only did YHWH relent from destroying Israel which became a nuclear bomb of sin, he embraced them once again as his own people.  Through the covenant renewal, YHWH remarried Israel.  He covered a multitude of sin.  Amen.  Because of him, they were again his people, his holy bride.  Truly, he is the Majestic, the Holy, the Merciful.  To him be forever praised.  Amen.
And so, on the holy Mt. Sinai, YHWH said, "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 11 Obey what I command you today.”  In another step forward, YHWH would astound the Israelites and those around them.  YHWH would be the continual wonder to them.  He would show them his mighty work never before done nor see by any nation.  The exodus was only the beginning of the awe of YHWH.  His name would be proclaimed in all the earth and held in honor.  They would know YHWH is God.  The priestly work YHWH initiated with the call of Israel from Egypt would continue and multiple throughout the nations.  Even though the Israelites were stiff-necked, they could not deny the greatness of YHWH.  His glory overwhelmed them, the ever rebellious.  In his unfathomable grace, YHWH would continue to make his name known and reveal his glory in all the earth.  Amen.

What were the requirements in the covenant renewal?  YHWH commanded Moses and the Israelites to not make a treaty with those in the land of Canaan, to not make cast idols, to celebrate the three feasts, to observe the Sabbath, to consecrate their firstborn to him, and to observe the Passover.  “27Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.”  And so, for another forty days and forty nights, YHWH had Bible study with Moses.  He was the living bread and living water for Moses who stood before the throne of God on that mountain.  Here, the sacred covenant of the Ten Commandments was renewed.  This glorious scene between God and man is a testimony of what was to come.  Separation and condemnation because of sin was no more.  It marked the beginning, not just for Moses, but for many others, to witness YHWH in all his glory on his sacred mountain.  People from all nations will stream to him to praise and worship him.  This covenant was the foreshadow of the new covenant, the gospel of Jesus Christ, to unite his people to YHWH in marriage forever.  They, like Moses, will be with YHWH day and night, sustained by the Bread of Life, the living water.  It will be the heavenly union.  Amen.
II.  Just as the LORD Commanded (chs. 35-40)

YHWH now continued with his mighty wonders in Israel.  He would accomplish building the tabernacle as the place of worship for the Israelites.  He had Moses assemble them.  4 Moses said to the whole Israelite community, "This is what the LORD has commanded: 5 From what you have, take an offering for the LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD an offering of gold, silver and bronze; 6 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 7 ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia wood; 8 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 9 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 10 "All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything the LORD has commanded: 11 the tabernacle with its tent and its covering, clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; 12 the ark with its poles and the atonement cover and the curtain that shields it; 13 the table with its poles and all its articles and the bread of the Presence; 14 the lampstand that is for light with its accessories, lamps and oil for the light; 15 the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; the curtain for the doorway at the entrance to the tabernacle; 16 the altar of burnt offering with its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils; the bronze basin with its stand; 17 the curtains of the courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; 18 the tent pegs for the tabernacle and for the courtyard, and their ropes; 19 the woven garments worn for ministering in the sanctuary—both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons when they serve as priests."
After Moses gave them all the instructions to build the tabernacle, the priestly garments and all the associated items, the fear and fervor of God must have come over the Israelites.  They withdrew from Moses’ presence and they reappeared with all the materials needed as wave offerings to YHWH.  They brought so much that the craftsmen could not focus on their work.  Moses had to restrain the people from offering more.  The exact record contained in chs. 36 through 39 are like mirror passages of chs. 25-31.  All the skilled craftsmen under the guidance of Bezalel and Oholiab whom YHWH appointed worked together as one body.  YHWH was with them in all that they did and gave them success.  Every stitch of the cloth and every nail in the wood was another step toward the completion of the holy place of worship, the first of its kind anywhere.  Every minute detail testified to the fulfillment of YHWH’s great work to unite his people with him forever.  Each repetition of the words “as the LORD command Moses” was like the words “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good”.  The completion of the tabernacle, the priestly garments and all the associated items was like the completion of the creation work.  39:42 and 43 say, “42 The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 43 Moses inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So Moses blessed them.”  The blessing must have been similar to the one God gave to all his creation on the sixth day, to multiple and be fruitful.  This was the beginning of new creation, of a new people dedicated to YHWH.  Amen.  Moses then had the Israelites set up the tabernacle and its furnishings.  He also had Aaron and his sons consecrated as YHWH’s priests.  The priesthood was now established as well.  YHWH enabled Aaron and his sons who themselves were sinners to cleanse the Israelites of sin which should be unforgivable.  Here was Aaron who helped the Israelites to worship an idol.  Yet, YHWH anointed him and consecrated him as his high priest.  The forgiveness of sin became the reality in the very person of Aaron, YHWH’s high priest who was a shadow of the Most High Priest to come.  With YHWH, it is one wonder after another.  Amen.
What was YHWH’s response when the tabernacle, it’s furnishings, and the priesthood were complete?  “34Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out; 37but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels.”  Based on these verses, it is evident that YHWH was very pleased with everything the Israelites did.  He did not even wait for Moses to enter the Tent of Meeting before covering it with the cloud.  He filled the tabernacle with his glory in the sight of all Israel.

This was the formation of a people unlike any other, a people belonging to YHWH.  And so, from that day on, the whole Israelite community set out or settled solely on YHWH’s direction.  What a sight it was!  YHWH became the head and the Israelite community formed the body.  He led them in a cloud over the tabernacle by day and with fire in the cloud by night.  No other nation, no other people, received such honor for YHWH was their greatness.  He carried them on eagles’ wings.  There they were for everyone to see; the magnificence and glory of YHWH was with the Israelites.  Truly, they were set apart so that God’s name might be proclaimed in all the earth, that his wonders may multiple through them so all may confess YHWH is the One and Only God.  The completion of the tabernacle was the fulfillment of YHWH’s work to be among them.  It, the priesthood, and the sacrificial system detailed in Leviticus are the foreshadow of the One who would come to be the permanent tabernacle, the eternal High Priest, and the perfect Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 “33Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  34"Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?"  35"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  36For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever! Amen.”

Thank YHWH for the study of Exodus, the unique and wonderful revelation of YHWH never before seen or heard.  Thank God who covered a multitude of sin that Israel’s days may continue and usher forth the day of Christ.  Thank God for this precious gift of Exodus which is forever in YHWH’s history.  May God continue to bless our study of the Pentateuch and reveal to us his greatness in the fulfillment of his salvation work.  May he raise priests like Moses whom he is pleased with, who repented and sought YHWH’s favor on behalf of the people.  Amen.
Let’s pray.

