The Birth of Jesus Christ

Matthew 1:18-25

Key Verse: 21 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."

 The beginning of this passage states: 18a “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.” Interestingly, the author Matthew only previously introduced Jesus as the son of David, the son of Abraham, and the one who is called Christ. Who is this Jesus, and why did Matthew think it important to know about his birth? 

The author continues, 18b “His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.” Mary and Joseph were engaged and in those times, that was the same as being married. But Joseph found out that before they came together, Mary became pregnant. He didn’t know the circumstances, but obviously it wasn’t his child. This was adultery according to the law, but Joseph was going to quietly divorce her because he was a righteous man. He knew Mary would face much disgrace and even though he felt betrayed, he didn’t want her to suffer in the public eye. 

20 “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." Joseph received God’s word in a dream and obeyed. He didn’t even hesitate to take Mary as his wife. All because he was told the baby conceived in her was from the Holy Spirit and this baby would save his people from their sin. It’s hard to accept that Mary would be pregnant by the Holy Spirit, or that the baby in her womb would be able to save people from sin. As a Jewish man, Joseph knew only God could save people from sin. Maybe knowing that enabled Joseph to accept that the baby must be of God, and that’s why he could obey. 

Matthew goes on to explain: 22 “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’—which means, ‘God with us’.” Isaiah also prophesized about this coming Messiah, 

6 For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace

there will be no end.

He will reign on David's throne

and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.

As the scriptures testified, God would send a child, his son, to reign. In Jesus, God came to dwell with his people and through Jesus we are forgiven of our sin. The baby Jesus is a king, but not the kind of king people were looking for. He didn’t come to end Roman suppression. Jesus doesn’t give his people special privileges or even remove their daily trials. Jesus came to save us from our sin. 

Matthew concluded, 24 “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.” Joseph obeyed the word of the Lord and trusted that Jesus was the promised child. He recognized the need for salvation and the privilege to know God is with us. 

While working on this message, I struggled with seeing the birth of Jesus newly. Even those who aren’t Christian know the story: A virgin gives birth to a baby who is named Jesus. Kings came to worship this baby as their king. Now we celebrate this miraculous birth every December 25th. Many just leave Jesus there in that story. But who is he? Who is this baby who is testified as the Christ? Who is this baby who would suffer and die on the cross? Who is this baby who came to a world that doesn’t care about him? Why should we want to know him? 

I chose Matthew 1:21 as my Christmas key verse because in it, I was reminded of the purpose Jesus had when coming to the world. He came to save people from sin. Why do we need saving from sin? Sin severed us from our Creator Father. Sin separates us from life and we are slaves to it. Sin makes us forget God and his image in us. In sin, we fail to see that we need God and thus reject him. But God sent his One and Only Son to a world that despises him. We look at him with distain but Jesus continues to preach the good news. The kingdom of God is near, repent and believe! 

Last week we studied Mark 8:22-9:1 where Jesus asked his disciples who the people said he was. Then Jesus asked the disciples who they said he was. The crowds thought Jesus was a prophet, Elijah or maybe John the Baptist. Their problem was that they had a slight idea who Jesus might be so they tried to put him in a category they could understand. That is why many didn’t accept Jesus as the promised Messiah. They knew the Scriptures and the promise of one whose shoulders would hold the government. However, they wanted a king to bring them out of their oppression. But Peter declared to Jesus, “You are the Christ.” While he didn’t completely know what it meant that Jesus is the Christ, Peter could recognize that Jesus wasn’t someone that could be placed in a preconceived category. 

God sent his son as a baby to save us from sin. This doesn’t make sense to us. He didn’t appear in a huge cloud throwing thunderbolts to get attention. He was quietly born in Bethlehem to a young virgin named Mary. Joseph, who was pledged to be married to her, was a simple carpenter. But it was here that God chose to send his son. It was this time, when Herod ruled with indifference to God and Caesar taxed everyone and everything. Even the Pharisees lost track of who they were waiting for even though they had been studying the Scripture for many years. 

This Jesus, who appeared to us as a baby, came to save us from our sin. I was reading a commentary on this passage and I liked one statement. “Christ came to save his people, not in their sins, but from their sins”. Many times, I think that I need to be helped out of a situation or as we say a “bread problem”. But Jesus came to do more than give bread. For many years, Jesus was always a far away historical figure to me. Growing up in a Christian family made me always aware of Jesus, but I never wanted to find out who he was. As I got older, I really appreciated his birthday, since I got presents. What a great birthday party where the guests get the gifts! Later, I understood the need for Jesus to forgive my sins, but it was like a one time deal for me. I accepted that truth and moved on. But, to what? Praying that Jesus would help me get into college, to pass organic chemistry, to help my financial situation. But then Jesus’ question to his disciples made me not only want to know about Jesus, but also to declare who Jesus is to me. Through the Word, I realized Jesus is more than I had made him out to be. Jesus is the Christ. 

As the Christ, Jesus went to the cross for worthless sinners, that we can know our true value to God and receive his life. Death is the penalty for sin and Jesus had to die to take our place, to be the perfect offering of atonement before God. God allowed his One and Only Son to take on our sins so that we could be free. His love is our salvation. Even though when we follow Jesus we are actually going to the cross ourselves, we have eternal life. We are not just meandering through life, letting things happen and hope for the best. We know where we are going and who is leading us. Life after forgiveness doesn’t mean a free ride. It is work but it is also complete joy. This life in Jesus enables us to stand before God and praise and worship him, to know that he hears our prayers and knows our every need. 

I pray that this Christmas, we can come to know Jesus Christ and celebrate his birth every day. May we rejoice always, for in him is our salvation, in him is life. 

Let’s Pray. 

