They Will Come Trembling to the LORD
Hosea 1:1-3:5

Key verse:  3:4, 5 –  4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.
Like many of the other prophecies, the book of Hosea records the LORD’s rebuke and punishment of Israel.  They testify to the LORD’s hope for the healing and restoration of the nation.  But this prophecy is unique in that the LORD invited Hosea to stand in the LORD’s shoes.  He helped Hosea to enter the reality and world of the LORD who married Israel who was adulterous from the beginning.  In this way, Hosea thought like the LORD, suffered like the LORD, and hoped like the LORD.  He became the real life testimony of the LORD who took the full responsibility of Israel’s sin and created her anew as his beautiful bride.  May God open our eyes to see him.  Amen.

1:1 says, “1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel:”  When the word of the LORD came, the prophecy came into being, became alive.  Hosea, who received the word of the LORD, became a prophet.  He was no longer his own person.  He was no longer a physical descendant of Beeri’s family tree.  He became a spiritual being, a prophet of the LORD.  The LORD and Hosea were united by his word.  Hosea became a new creation solely for the LORD.  What did the LORD instruct Hosea, his new creation, to do?  2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD."  The word of the LORD immediately presents a huge challenge, even an impossibility, to Hosea.  The LORD created and called Hosea specifically to marry an adulterous wife and have children of unfaithfulness.  The LORD instructed his prophet to do this as a testimony against Israel for the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.  The testimony against Israel should have been to shun and despise the adulterous.  But the LORD’s answer to her adultery is to marry her.  This truth illustrates who the LORD is.  The reigns of the kings of northern Israel and of Judah indicate that this prophecy spanned approximately forty years.  So, Hosea’s full adult life was offered for this adulterous marriage.  Hosea knew that God’s judgment was coming even as Israel enjoyed an extended period of prosperity and peace under these kings.  Assyria had exhausted itself through many wars so Israel was now free of its neighboring bully.  Yet, Hosea lived a life of suffering and repentance even as his fellow Israelites had a good time.  The LORD’s invitation of Hosea into his world illustrates God who took Israel as his bride during the Exodus though she was adulterous from the beginning.  The LORD laid down his life when he entered the covenant marriage just as Hosea himself did so when he took an adulterous wife.

What did Hosea do?  3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim…  Hosea knew from the beginning that Gomer was an adulterous wife and that she would have children with other men.  Hosea plunged into the life of the LORD and joined him in the suffering.  Soon, Gomer bore him a son.  4Then the LORD said to Hosea, "Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In that day I will break Israel's bow in the Valley of Jezreel."  The birth of the firstborn should have been a joyous day and a sign of the strength of the father.  But Hosea’s own son became a reminder of the massacre at Jezreel against Israel.  That is the burden and shame Hosea had to bear.  When Gomer gave birth to a daughter, the LORD told Hosea to call her Lo-Ruhamah for he will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that he should at all forgive them.  Gomer then gave birth to a second son.  The LORD named him Lo-Ammi for the Israelites are not his people and he is not their God.  Each birth should have brought good news or joy to Hosea but rather each was a death sentence to him.  His life reveals the LORD who alone took the rejection and shame.  Each time the Israelites sinned against the LORD, they were actually murdering him.  The LORD became the Living Sacrifice in the marriage covenant.  
With all the judgment that the LORD pronounced on Israel, the LORD is again revealing.  In regard to Judah, he said, “7Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the LORD their God.”  About the Israelites he said, “ 10"Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.' 11 The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.”  The LORD pronounced the day of Jezreel as the day of punishment for Israel and yet, it is the day of great deliverance for the nation.  It marked the end of the nation when Assyria attacked and sent them into exile.  Even when the Israelites came back, the nation would never rise to the heights once seen.  As a consequence, Samaria became the illegitimate child in the family.  But the day of Jezreel would be remembered forever as the day the LORD reunited his kingdom of priests and a holy nation under the one and only leader, the LORD himself.  It would indeed be the day of joy and glory as the LORD and his bride would be married forever.  These seemingly contradicting views appear throughout Hosea and in other prophets as well.  Is the LORD torn within himself on what he should do because he loved Israel?  He is not love sick, emotionally going back and forth, that he is helplessly in love with Israel.  Rather, the LORD declared that the day of punishment for Israel is the day of full restoration for her.  They are one and the same.  To us, punishment causes wounds, not healing of the wounds.  Punishment is met with distain, revenge, and fear.  However, in the punishment, the LORD would put an end to the adultery and unfaithfulness of the people.  He would strip them of their idolatry, their dependence on themselves and neighboring countries.  He would take away everything that they may repent and realize that the LORD was the one who chose them from the beginning.  He is the one who betrothed them to himself though they were adulterous from the start.  Everything they were, everything they are, testifies to the LORD their God.  The LORD himself has and will uphold the marriage covenant.  He is the One who brings full healing and restoration to the marriage, to the wife, and to the children.  The illegitimate children of Hosea would become the everlasting testimonies of the hope and love of God.  1 "Say of your brothers, 'My people,' and of your sisters, 'My loved one.'  They would be Ruhamah and Ammi.  May the LORD call and create Hosea’s in this adulterous generation.  Amen.

In the remainder of Hosea’s prophecy in chapter 2, the LORD charges against Israel all she had done to break the marriage covenant with him.  “4 I will not show my love to her children, because they are the children of adultery.  5 Their mother has been unfaithful and has conceived them in disgrace.  She said, 'I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.'”  Again the LORD charges,  8 She has not acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold— which they used for Baal.”  Israel at this time entered treaties with her neighboring countries.  The nation started trade with them and adopted their religious practices to enhance her own.  She experienced peace and prosperity.  The whole nation thought that they had returned to the glory and honor of David’s time.  Outwardly, they thrived and thought the LORD was with them.  But as the LORD charged, the nation had an adulterous look on her face and unfaithfulness between her breasts.  She knew she was unfaithful but continued her way.  The offspring of the people’s effort and clever maneuvering were adultery and unfaithfulness.  They worshiped Baal and set him alongside the LORD.  Israel wanted to have her husband and her lover.  She broke the marriage covenant.  “6 Therefore”, declares the LORD, “I will block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way.  7 She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she will look for them but not find them.”  What specifically will the LORD do?  9 "Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, and my new wine when it is ready.  I will take back my wool and my linen, intended to cover her nakedness.  10 So now I will expose her lewdness before the eyes of her lovers; no one will take her out of my hands.  11 I will stop all her celebrations:  her yearly festivals, her New Moons, her Sabbath days—all her appointed feasts.  12 I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, which she said were her pay from her lovers; I will make them a thicket, and wild animals will devour them.  13 I will punish her for the days she burned incense to the Baals; she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went after her lovers, but me she forgot," declares the LORD.”  One by one, the LORD would take away everything the Israelites depended on for their safety and satisfaction.  The nation boasted of her wealth and so the LORD will remove the gold and silver he gave her.  She indulged in her festivities and became drunk in her rituals.  All these things would cease.  The LORD would put an end to them.  He would cleanse them of their idolatry and drunkenness.  Israel prided herself on the harvest, the new wines, and even the animals roaming within her borders.  The LORD would no longer yield fruits for them.  Even the wild animals would come and attack them.  Last of all, Israel thought it wise to pursue the neighboring countries and make them allies.  Little did she know that the LORD would use Assyria, her lover, to send her into exile.
What would become of Israel in the desert?  The LORD did not abandon her there.  Rather, the desert became the wedding place between the LORD and his people.  14"Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her.  15 There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.  There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.”  When the Israelites went into the desert, the LORD went into exile with them.  He suffered and was humiliated along with them.  But that is the place where they first met.  It is where they first fell in love.  Through the punishment, the LORD was returning Israel back to the desert, to their wedding place.  16 "In that day," declares the LORD, "you will call me 'my husband'; you will no longer call me 'my master. [f] ' 17 I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their names be invoked. 18 In that day I will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the creatures that move along the ground.  Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from the land, so that all may lie down in safety.  19 I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in [g] righteousness and justice, in [h] love and compassion.  20 I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD.”  There, in exile, the LORD and Israel would renew their marriage vows to one another.  They would be Husband and wife forever.  Even the restoration of the entire creation is hoped as in the days of Noah.  The whole world would be included in the marriage covenant between the LORD and his bride.  They will have offspring of righteousness, justice, love and compassion.  They will bring healing to the heavens and the earth.  21 "In that day I will respond," declares the LORD—"I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; 22 and the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil, and they will respond to Jezreel.  23 I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called 'Not my loved one. [j] ' I will say to those called 'Not my people, [k] ' 'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.' "  In that day, all of Israel will be saved.  They will forever confess that the LORD alone is their God.  Their mouths will profess praises and glories to their One and Only.  The punishment of the LORD became the hope and joy of their lives.  The Lo-Ammi became the new Ammi and the Lo-Ruhamah became the new Ruhamah.  Nothing can separate them again.  They will forever be One.
What is revealed in Hosea’s own life of this living hope?  1 The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."  2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels [l] of silver and about a homer and a lethek [m] of barley. 3 Then I told her, "You are to live with [n] me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with [o] you."  The LORD gave Hosea the fulfillment of this hope in his personal situation.  Gomer was with another man.  She wanted to be with someone else.  The daughter and second son were not Hosea’s.  They were the offspring of other men.  Those are the facts.  Gomer remained an adulterous person.  All the children lived in humiliation and bitterness because of the consequences of other people.  Yet, the LORD told Hosea to restore his wife Gomer.  Hosea actually paid for her with his own life.  They became husband and wife.  As a result, the children of unfaithfulness became the precious and beautiful sons and daughter of this union.  The impossibility became the reality.  The suffering and shame became the joy and glory.  The hope was fulfilled in Hosea’s own life.  The hope did not remain in his mind or even heart.  When he restored Gomer and his children, the hope welled up in him through all the members of his body and ushered forth praises and glory to God.  This, in turn, gave hope to Hosea for all of Israel even as he went into exile with them, even as he suffered because of their adultery against the LORD.  Gomer and the children also received this hope as they lived through the punishment and restoration themselves.  The hope became the reality to the entire family.  For the LORD declared, 4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.”  This is what the LORD accomplished through Hosea’s life and prophecy.  This is the invitation for his own to join him in living this prophecy, in living this hope.
As I continue to serve Miami, I realized that this serving is not getting easier.  I still meet, study, and pray with students who are half asleep during our 1:1.  They’re late or even forget that we are to study.  I’m sure Msn. Rebekah undergoes this suffering as well.  I see that I am not just offering my time and life.  My two sons suffer when they have to be without their parents for several hours.  They seem to suffer the most.  In general, the students don’t even realize or appreciate this.  But as the entire family undergoes this suffering and even humiliation, the LORD has placed us in the same desert as Israel.  It is the place where we can meet the LORD like in the beginning.  It is where our wedding place is.  We are living the hope which the LORD had called Hosea.  Outwardly, it is arid and barren like the desert.  There doesn’t seem to be anything there.  But may the members of our bodies proclaim the praises and glories of God.  May we abide in the reality, in the hope of the LORD.  Amen.  May God bless our prophecy studies.  Amen.
Let’s pray.

