In That Day Israel will Possess All the Nations that Bear My Name
Hope by Judgment

Amos 5:18-9:15
Key verse:  9:10-12 – 10 All the sinners among my people will die by the sword, all those who say, 'Disaster will not overtake or meet us.' 11 "In that day I will restore David's fallen tent.  I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be, 12 so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name," declares the LORD, who will do these things. 

In the first lesson of Amos, the LORD punished Israel for all of her sins.  He did so because out of all the families on earth, he chose them.  What is being chosen then if only to be punished?  Today’s lesson reveals the threefold blessing and hope of the LORD.  First, the LORD will not rest until he has purged all sin from Israel.  Amen.  That is the mercy.  Second, he will restore David’s fallen tent to be his treasured possession.  Third, through Israel, he will call his own from among all nations on earth.  That is the hope and blessing which the LORD proclaimed as he punished Israel for all her sins.  May God raise prophets like Amos who join and participate with him in this hope and blessing.  Amen.
The LORD begins his prophecy here with woe to Israel.  18 Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD!  Why do you long for the day of the LORD?  That day will be darkness, not light.  19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him.  20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?”  Evidently, the Israelites prayed and waited for the day of the LORD.  Israel was at the height of its wealth and power at that time.  They thought these were signs of God’s coming to them to establish his kingdom on earth.  They believed that their nation was the prime example of what God would accomplish throughout the world.  But they did not know the LORD.  His coming to them would be judgment.  His day would be a nightmare for them which they cannot escape.  They would flee a lion only to be mauled by a bear.  They would seek shelter in their own homes only to be poisoned by a snake.  Darkness would overtake all of them.
Why were the Israelites so ignorant of their own God?  The LORD charged, 21 "I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies.  22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them.  Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them.  23 Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your harps.”  The Israelites were very generous in their sacrifices, songs, and prayer.  But their worship was corrupted at the core when they adopted the surrounding nations’ religious practices.  As the LORD charged in Hosea, when he brought disaster upon Israel, she would pray harder, sing louder, and pile on the sacrifices to appease him.  They treated their God as if he was a wild animal that needed to be tamed with food, to calm his anger.  This superstition crept in from other nations’ idol worship.  Their offerings became detestable to the LORD who saw the power of sin at work in them.  Even in the desert after the exodus, the Israelites bowed down to the golden calf instead of bringing their sacrifices of repentance to the LORD.  They have done so ever since, whether lifting up the shrine of their king or the pedestal of their idols.  27 Therefore I will send you into exile beyond Damascus," says the LORD, whose name is God Almighty.”  The LORD himself would bear the adultery in the hearts of the Israelites and cleanse them in the desert where they would be laid barren.  Only there will the Israelites no longer utter the names of their gods.
What did the LORD desire from these people who stubbornly offered their sacrifices and prayer without seeking their God?  The LORD proclaims, 24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”  When Amos came to northern Israel, he exposed the people for their denying justice to the poor and the widows.  They cheated one another to make extra money.  But ever since the LORD appeared to them on Mt. Sinai and gave them his laws, he set his nation apart from others through the maintenance of justice in their social community, in their courts, and in their foreign affairs.  They were not to favor the wealthy over the poor when judging a case.  They were not to suppress justice by showing pity to the poor either.  They were to administer justice based on the law of the LORD.  In this way, all nations on earth could see with their own eyes that when Israel upheld justice, she was testifying to the righteousness of God who is invisible but who cannot be denied because of his righteousness.  Amen.
Who among the Israelites should be the first to uphold justice in the name of the LORD?  The kings and leaders received that stewardship.  But only woe came to them.  1 Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come!  2 Go to Calneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia.  Are they better off than your two kingdoms?  Is their land larger than yours?  3 You put off the evil day and bring near a reign of terror.”  They have no regard for the righteousness of God.  They “turned justice into poison and the fruit of righteousness into bitterness.”  The leaders were too busy rewarding themselves with the luxuries of this life.  They laid on the finest of beds and dined on the best foods.  They thought they were the new David’s as they strum away on their harps.  They prided themselves for having the foremost nation on earth as people streamed to them to pay respects.  But the LORD exposed their foolishness.  The mighty Hittites and Philistines lived the same illusion as they feasted on their own strength.  Though they were bigger and stronger than the Israelites, they still came to ruin.  The leaders of Israel have foregone the evil day only to compound their punishment into a reign of terror.  What would the terror be like?   8 The Sovereign LORD has sworn by himself—the LORD God Almighty declares:  "I abhor the pride of Jacob and detest his fortresses; I will deliver up the city and everything in it."   14 For the LORD God Almighty declares, "I will stir up a nation against you, O house of Israel, that will oppress you all the way from Lebo [f] Hamath to the valley of the Arabah."The leaders would be the first to go into exile.  If ten men are left in a house, they too would die.  Great houses and small alike would be smashed.  Everyone would be fearful to even mention the name of the LORD.  For the name of the LORD would not be salvation but terror and destruction.  Israel would be as worthless as the rocky crags which no one would bother with.  
What vision did the LORD give Amos at this time?  The LORD showed the prophet the judgment that would come upon Israel.  The LORD revealed to Amos swarms of locusts which devoured the land.  He then showed Amos a great fire which raged through the land.  But the LORD relented when Amos cried out to him for they would have been complete destruction.  May the LORD raise among us burden bearers like Amos who cry out to the LORD for mercy on this sinful generation.  What did the LORD show Amos a third time?  “The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand.”  Then the Lord said, "Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.  9 "The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam."  The LORD revealed his hope in the judgment.  He built a wall that is true to plumb.  That is what he would do with Israel.  He would demolish the altars to their gods, the shrines to their false kings, and build in its place the true temple and worship.  The plumb line became a life line to the people.  With it, he would instill righteousness in them.  He would put his Name on their lips and in their hearts.  They would offer sacrifices of repentance and confession.  The LORD would raise the beautiful city of Zion for all to see, for all to come and praise him.  May we stand with the LORD with a plumb line in his hand who is demolishing the idolatry from his people and building the true Israel in its place.  Amen.
What was the response of the people as they heard the prophecy of Amos?  10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: "Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words. 11 For this is what Amos is saying:  " 'Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away from their native land.' "  12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13 Don't prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king's sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom."  Unlike Amos who was a shepherd and a farmer, Amaziah was a “professional” priest.  He was there to serve the bidding of his king.  He earned his bread by being loyal to Jeroboam at any cost.  He obviously didn’t like what Amos pronounced regarding the king and his nation.  This affected his livelihood.  So he rebuked Amos and told this farmer to go back home.  But what Amaziah lost sight of at any cost is the LORD who created the priesthood for the glory of his Name.  The LORD allowed him to be a priest of northern Israel because of the mercy.  Amaziah forsook the mercy.  He had forsaken the LORD.  There was nothing left for him except terror and darkness.
14 Amos answered Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.' 16 Now then, hear the word of the LORD. You say, " 'Do not prophesy against Israel, and stop preaching against the house of Isaac.'  17 "Therefore this is what the LORD says: " 'Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword.  Your land will be measured and divided up, and you yourself will die in a pagan [g] country.  And Israel will certainly go into exile, away from their native land.' "  Amos’ own testimony reveals that the LORD is the one who called him to prophesy.  He was not born a prophet nor was he appointed by a man.  Neither is Amaziah.  At Amos’ word, Amaziah could have repented before the LORD but what awaited him was disaster and exile for his whole family.  Moreover, the judgment against Israel is set.  
What was the last vision the LORD showed Amos?  A basket of ripe fruit.  "The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.  3 "In that day," declares the Sovereign LORD, "the songs in the temple will turn to wailing. [h] Many, many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!"  The LORD would turn their songs of self praise into wailing for their God.  But all they see would be the dead everywhere.  Even as the judgment from the LORD was imminent, what were the Israelites doing?  They were busy getting rid of the poor and the needy.  They waited impatiently for the Sabbath and other festivals to the LORD to finish so they may make more money.  They made that money by cheating, by selling the sweepings with the wheat.  The people continued their lives, trying to survive.  Their money and their success made them think everything was fine.  But 7 The LORD has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: "I will never forget anything they have done.  He will cause the land of Israel to tremble and collapse.  He would shake the heavenly bodies; he would make the sun set at noon.  All the joy and pride the Israelites took with their feasts would be turned into mourning and weeping.  That day would be so bitter that it would be like the mourning for an only son.  But the worst is yet to come.  The LORD struck them with a famine of his word.  12 Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the LORD, but they will not find it.  13 "In that day "the lovely young women and strong young men will faint because of thirst.  14 They who swear by the shame [i] of Samaria, or say, 'As surely as your god lives, O Dan,' or, 'As surely as the god [j] of Beersheba lives'—they will fall, never to rise again."  The LORD would withdraw his presence from among them.  Though the people would search high and low, day and night for him, they would not find him.  Though they called on their gods for help, they would perish.  They hungered and thirsted because the LORD was not with them.  They perished because the LORD hid himself from them.  Only then would they know that the LORD is indeed their life.  May God raise 100 fold his own created by the word of the LORD.  Amen.
As the judgment of the LORD came upon his own people, what would they do?  They tried to escape the exile and destruction.  But they were helpless.  As the LORD declared, “Not one will get away, none will escape.”  Even if the people wished they were dead and dug graves for themselves, the LORD’s hand would take them.  Even if they hid in the tops of mountains or at the bottom of the sea, he would hunt them down.  There was no escape for the LORD said, “I will fix my eyes upon them for evil and not for good."  What comes to our mind is a vengeful, vindictive god who would punish the people until no one is left.
But it is here in the punishment that hope is testified.  “… yet I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob," declares the LORD. 10 All the sinners among my people will die by the sword, all those who say, 'Disaster will not overtake or meet us.' 11 "In that day I will restore David's fallen tent.  I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be, 12 so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name, "declares the LORD, who will do these things.  13 "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes.  New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills.  14 I will bring back my exiled [q] people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them.  They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit.  15 I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them," says the LORD your God.”
In that day, no one will slip through the LORD’s fingers, not even those who went to the grave.  For the LORD is forever their God and they are his people.  The LORD will punish and purge sin from his own, no matter how far he must go.  There will be no exception.  This is the beautiful testimony of chesed, of God’s mercy, who will not rest until he has torn sin from his people.  It is his unceasing love that is the salvation.  Amen.  And the hope here is even grander than the restoration of Israel.  For Israel is deemed the firstfruits.  Through Israel, the LORD has and is creating his own from the world with his plumb line of righteousness.  We ourselves are living testimonies of this wonderful reality, the spiritual descendants of Israel.  And through us, the LORD continues to give new life, continues to build his temple true to him.  Every nation will stream to him.  The LORD himself is the new Zion and the new Israel for us.  All will celebrate their new wine and harvest in praise and worship of the LORD their God.  Great will the day be, as great as the LORD God Almighty himself.  May God raise 100 fold Amos’s who live by his hope and vision.  May these prophets give life to many in his Name.  Bless our Easter conference.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
