A People Belonging to God
1Pet 1:13-2:12
Key verse:  2:9 – 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
Peter had just testified to the new birth into a living hope for the fellow believers scattered across Asia Minor who were undergoing unbearable suffering.  What they have received is the new birth unlike any other based on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is the new birth into a living hope, one which brings salvation to their very souls.  This is such a precious gift that even prophets and angels longed to look into it.  Peter spoke the truth to the core of their beings, bringing healing and restoration to them.
Now to these very people who were still struggling for their survival, he commended them to live the life worthy of this salvation, worthy of Christ himself.  13Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."  Since these fellow believers were living in foreign lands, they had to do many things to survive, several of which compromised their lives as Christians.  The account of Abram as a foreigner in Canaan, including his stay in Egypt to survive a famine, reveals the stumbling a believer goes through.  These scattered Christians were reverting to their old ways to deal with their desperate situation.  Who could blame them?  Peter certainly didn’t.  He was broken hearted for them as a shepherd of his flock.  To them, he sets their minds on he who is holy and their hope on the Lord who will come again.  He helped them to return to the Holy One, the one who made them holy, set apart as God’s very own.  What Peter instructed them to do would actually make their survival worse.  Asking them to be holy sounds noble and good but what did that really mean for them?  They would suffer even more.  When they were cheated, they accepted what happened.  When they were cursed, they blessed in return.  They became the detestable things of this world.  And, surprisingly, what they did are related to holiness.  God the Holy commended them as holy.  They pleased God, becoming a fragrant offering to him.  Thank God for he who is holy, who made them holy.  Amen.
According to verse 17, who is God and therefore, how should the believers live their lives? 

17Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.”  God is not one who puts aside justice because of his grace to his own.  Perhaps the scattered Christians thought they could be excused of their misdeeds.  Maybe God would just look away.  But Peter reminded them that the Father is the Judge of all men and will expose the sins of every person.  And so, they should have nothing to do with the things of this world, indeed be strangers to the practices and lives of the un-believers.  They ought to live in full devotion and fear to God.  And Peter was not instructing them to do so lightly or aimlessly.   What does the apostle say?  18For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.”  Peter wrote to them with the utmost seriousness of their lives, equating them with the value of Christ himself.  These believers were once lifeless, empty of life, as they followed the patterns of their forefathers.  Not even gold, thought to be the most precious and lasting thing of this world, can save them from this lifeless existence.  As they lived their lives in reverent fear of God, they were tempted daily to think that it is in vain.  To them, Peter testified with assurance to God’s redemption of them through the blood of Christ, who is without sin.  Their lives in full devotion to God are not in vain.  They call on the One, they believe in the One, and they hope in the One who raises the dead, who gives life to the dead.  This very Life which gives life to the dead is in them.  Their faith and hope will certainly be realized in God.  Amen.
In verses 22 to 25, Peter wrote to the believers of the word of God which they heard and received.  He concluded in vs. 25 that this is the word that was preached to them.  He did not say who actually preached the word to them, whether he or some other apostle.  The who did not make the word any more significant.  The Word is of God.  What is this word that was preached to them?  22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 24For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25but the word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you.”  The Word they heard and received came to them.  It did not originate from themselves or others.  They know by the effect the Word has on them.  It is the truth by which they were purified through obedience.  The Word created in them sincere love for their fellow brothers, even loving one another deeply as God loves.  By this Word, they are born again, not to wither and fall like the flowers and grass.  The Word is alive and active.  It speaks to them when they have given up and convicts them that what they have received is the living and enduring word of God.  From there they rise.  Everything will pass away but the word of Christ will never pass away.  It is in this Word that they live and have their being.  Thank God for the Word that was preached to them and to us.  The word of the Lord stands forever.  Amen.
At this point, what did Peter instruct the believers to do?  1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  The apostle seems to imply that the believers were new to the faith and encouraged them to mature in the word of God.  Most Christians don’t go pass the newborn stage regardless of how long they have been believers.  Though they have tasted for themselves that the Lord is good, they remain stagnant.  As a result, they crave other things trying to help themselves.  But Peter prayed for the scattered believers that they may grow up in their salvation through the pure word of God.  He hoped for them to blossom in the Lord.  What did Peter have in mind for their maturity?  Did he want them to be praised and flattered by others?  Did he want to take credit for their growth?  What did the apostle write next?  4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  Peter’s hope for them is that they may crave the living Stone who is building them up into God’s temple.  Their growth in their salvation is that significant.  The Lord is raising them as his holy priesthood to bear much fruit to God.  Like Christ, they become the spiritual offerings acceptable to God.  We have heard this truth many times, from Paul and now Peter.  We have become accustomed to it.  However, this truth is astonishing that a man can be acceptable to God.  It is equally astonishing that he can bear spiritual fruit that is pleasing to God.  How precious and wonderful that God is pleased.  Thank God for the living Stone through whom we have become a fragrant sacrifice to God.  Amen.
What does Peter testify regarding the living Stone?  The apostle goes on to quote from Isaiah and Psalm regarding Christ the living Stone.  6For in Scripture it says:  "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,[e]"[f] 8and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."[g] They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.”  Why did Peter emphasize the living Stone when Isaiah and David referred to Christ as the cornerstone, the capstone, the rejected stone, and the stumbling stone?  The latter two, the rejected and the stumbling, do not seem to be related to the living Stone at all.  But what the Scriptures reveal is that this Stone, whether the capstone to those who believe or the rejected stone to those who refuse, is the Living.  He is the Lord and Life of all people.  He is testified as the Lord because of whom men stumble and fall.  He is testified as the Lord in whom men put their trust.  Peter is pointing to this Lord who called each and every one of the scattered believers and has become the living Stone of them all.  And because of him, they are living stones themselves through whom God gives life to others.  Amen.
So, with Peter’s reference to the believers as obedient children, strangers in the world, being born again, and living stones, with what does he conclude?  9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  God called these believers out of the darkness that has consumed the whole world.  He set them apart to belong to his wonderful light.  That is the mercy God demonstrated through the Lord Jesus Christ.  What he has done by building them up as living stones is to create a holy nation and a royal priesthood.  This nation is not described in terms of borders, geography, language and culture.  We cannot point to a map and say here it is or there it is.  It knows no bounds, transcends languages, and unites people, whether Jew or Gentile, under one Head.  Together, we are truly a people, one who belongs to God.  Prior to this, regardless of nationality, background, social status, we were not a people.  This is eye-opening.  We were less than nobodies.  When we say we are nobodies, we actually mean that we do not have recognition from others.  But according to the truth, we were not a people meant that we were not even persons or beings.  But now, more than being a people, we are God’s that we may praise and honor him.  Our lives bring glory to him.  What a marvelous truth Peter declares to the scattered believers who are citizens of this holy nation, who are a people belonging to God.  The apostle doesn’t pretend that outwardly there is some physical sign to prove this truth.  If anything, the people were physically wasting away.  But as they read this letter, their own souls testify that they are living this reality, that they are the people of God.  And there, they are given the Life to rise again to the honor of God.
And so, what did Peter urge of them?  11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”  Peter knew very well the persecution these Christians were under, both outside and in.  Sinful desires battered them ruthlessly while pagans kicked them while they were down.  There was no break for them at all.  Even when they did good, they were repaid with evil.  To the people, Peter spoke with assurance that God would complete his great work through them.  He would even bring glory to himself through these pagans on that Day.  Even they can only bow and confess the name of Christ, that he is Lord, and that there is no God other than the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God will bring praise and glory to himself from all lips and he has and will continue to do so with his chosen nation, a royal priesthood.  Amen.
Over the past few weeks, Jesus’ word to Martha kept coming up in my mind.  To her, Jesus said, “Only one thing is needed.”  How can that be?  I need many things.  If I need many things, how much more did these scattered believers need as they underwent life and death situations?  Jesus also said to Martha, “You are distracted by many things.”  Regarding Mary, Martha’s sister, Jesus commented, “Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken away from her.”  In this epistle, Peter is testifying the same truth.  As the letter implies, the Christians were considering many things to deal with their circumstances, to survive.  Likewise, I end up doing the same thing.  If I only had this or if I only could get that.  As Jesus says, I become distracted.  To the scattered believers, Peter said only one thing is needed, that is, the Lamb without blemish or defect, the living Stone, to the very people who were dying.  After studying and writing on this passage, what Peter testifies and what Jesus declares is the truth.  My own soul agrees with this truth.  My situation remains as it is.  Nothing has changed.  I still have many demands but the word of Christ lasts forever.  By him, I stand and have my being.  May God use me to give life to others.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
