JESUS, THE GOD OF THE LIVING

Andre Atkinson
Kv: Luke 20:38 “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”
On his way going up to Jerusalem Jesus had taught the parable of the kingdom of Gd, the parable of the 10 minas. When he came near the city and as he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” Jesus planned to ride into Jerusalem on a colt. When the disciples came to the donkey the owners let them have it when and because they said “The Lord needs it.” The capital L here on Lord lets us know that it was not a lord of the land, or Cesar that needed to have the colt, this young animal was needed for the work of Gd. The owner obeyed the demand and let the disciples take his animal. He trusted in the Lord and his disciples. Luke explains this strange event with the words of Zechariah who prophesied the coming Messiah a few hundred years before Jesus “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Jesus was fulfilling the prophecy that proclaimed the Messiah king and what kind of king he was to be. The crowd of Jesus’ followers would later rejoice at the sight of the king who comes in the name of the Lord but Jesus showed in the mode of transportation that their Lord came as their servant, that he came in the low position and would submit to death by their hands and so become the king of life. 
When the disciples brought back the colt they threw their cloaks on it in reverence of Jesus who they held in high esteem. The people along the road also showed their respect for Jesus by laying their cloaks across the dirty road as a kind of red carpet. When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Jesus was getting very close to Jerusalem now. The excitement of the people built up more and more as Jesus drew closer and closer to his crucifixion. These were the people that had been following Jesus for some time now, people that had heard Jesus teach and heal and perform other miracles. These people praised Gd for all that Jesus had done and cried out together. They saw the things that Jesus had done and listened to what he said and they knew that this was their king, the king sent from Gd. They praised Gd for sending Jesus to them to be their king, a king even greater than King David. 
The Pharisees in that crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” The Pharisees heard what the people following Jesus were saying and did not agree with them. To the Pharisees Jesus was not the king sent by Gd. Jesus was a trouble maker, he healed on the Sabbath which was against the law of Gd and he ate with and even touched the defiled sinners and people with diseases. Jesus did not even honor the Pharisees as the loyal workmen who kept themselves clean before Gd. Jesus was the opposite of the king of Gd and he was misleading the crowd and causing them to sin against Gd. To them who did not recognize their king because he was not in agreement with them Jesus replied, “I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” Jesus revealed to the Pharisees that all that was happening was the work of Gd and when the people recognized the grace and mercy of Gd and the king that he sent they were brought to worship him. Those who recognized the hand of Gd could not help but give praise to him; the created recognized their Creator and shouted out. This was the day of glory to Gd and if everyone had somehow remained silent even the rocks of the earth would have given glory to Gd. When the Lord passes by rocks even the rocks would shout the glory of Gd when their Lord passed by. 
This was a day of rejoicing for all creation. But on this day as Jesus neared the city he wept over it. If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The people of Jerusalem craved peace, peace from war, peace from sin but they did not recognize the peace from Gd. The whole city did come out and greeted Jesus on the road and worshiped but they worshipped their own expectation and stayed inside of their own world. They did not give glory to Gd and so Gd was hidden from them. For their ignorance the whole city would be laid waste and they would not have the peace they desired. The Lord of peace passed by but the people were blind. The people missed their Lord even though they shouted “blessed is the king,” but their enemies would build an embankment against them and encircle them and hem them in on every side. Not one stone would be left on another, because they did not recognize the time of Gd’s coming to them. Gd had come to them.

Jesus continued on. He did not quit because the people did not recognize the grace of Gd. He continued to teach the people in the hope of Gd. Jesus’ words would stay with the people after he was gone and so he continued to help them. When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” Jesus came here to teach the people the truth of Gd, to reveal Gd to them in the house of Gd but it had slowly over years and years been defiled by greed. Jesus cleansed that place and made it a place where the people could sit and hear the precious truth of Gd, hear about the mercy and love of Gd and meet him there in prayer. Jesus declared that place as of Gd, “My house will be a house of prayer.” The Lord of that house drove out the evil that lurked there and dedicated it again to the Lord. 
Jesus taught the people every day at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words. The people listened to Jesus. They loved to hear what he said because it brought the people closer to the Gd who often seemed so far away. The people often saw the life in the world as a kind of death but Jesus revealed to them the Life. Those who wanted to kill Jesus could not because the people listened to his every word and so they were afraid of the people. They would be stoned to death if they had Jesus taken away from the people when they were listening to him. The chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people desired to kill Jesus every day but they could not up until the appointed time. Jesus’ death on the cross happened at the appointed time. His crucifixion happened at God’s time, the time which is eternal and everlasting, once and forever.  His death on the cross was the revelation of God in his full glory. Luke is telling us that even if the crowds had not been there to stop the Pharisees from killing Jesus no harm would have come to him as we saw in chapter 4 when the people drove Jesus out of the town to a hill to throw him off but the Lord walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 
One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. “Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” Jesus authority came from Gd but those who did not recognize Gd’s authority did not know where Jesus authority came from. When the chief priests and the teachers of the law heard Jesus and saw how he did not stop teaching and that the people listened to him and that they could not get rid of him they questioned his authority. The people that hated what he said tried to stop him by showing the people that he did not have the authority to say or do what he had been doing. The teachers of the law knew that they did not give Jesus a diploma so that he could teach and the chief priests knew that Jesus was not a Levite and they knew that Gd did not send him. They denied that the Spirit was working among the people. They sought to bring Jesus down but Jesus revealed their hearts; He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin?”  They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet.” So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.” Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” They would not give in to Gd, they continued in death, rejecting the life that Jesus held out. Jesus taught his obvious authority as the one sent by Gd to the leaders of the people who turned their back against the Lord who waited for them. Jesus reveals that he is the Lord who bore with them with patience.

Jesus did not stop because of the hindrance of the leaders. He went on to tell the people there who were listening to him a parable of a man who planted a vineyard and rented it to some farmers who would later reject the will of the owner and even kill his son the heir. The owner of the vineyard gave the vineyard to others for them to take care of the day to day things that had to be done. The renters took care of the grapes; they pruned the vines and kept the bugs away. They attempted their best to make the vines as fruitful as possible to make the most money. When the owner desired some fruit from his vineyard he sent his servant, but the tenants were proud and did not recognize the owner and his authority. They wanted to keep the product all for themselves; they forgot that they were only the workers of Gd and they were filled with greed. Jesus meant that the religious leaders thought that Jerusalem belonged to them, that the people owed everything to them. When Gd sent his prophets they beat them or even killed them because their words from the Lord were against their corruption and self-seeking ways. The leaders, the teachers of the law, the Pharisees and the chief priests loved the law and the traditions but they became corrupt and enjoyed their power and status over the Lord who gave them their power and status. They did not prune the people: they stopped caring for the vineyard and did not worry about the life of the people that Gd had entrusted into their hands. Soon they would kill the one who meant to bring them peace. They rejected him, the heir of Gd that is the Gd himself. Gd would now give the vineyard over to others and he would kill the tenants. 
When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is written: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” Gd sent his Son into the world, into the vineyard, and he would be killed, rejected. But Gd was not defeated. The Son that he sent would be set up as the cornerstone of his kingdom. Anyone who sets themselves up against that stone will be broken to pieces. What Gd has set up cannot be moved. Those who set themselves up as the heirs of Gd’s kingdom were stripped of their place. As we know in history, Gd has given the word and spirit to the gentiles that they would guide others in the knowledge of Gd. Gd has committed his vineyard into our hands. We are the servants of Gd’s vineyard by grace. When we put our trust in the stone the builders rejected we will not be put to shame; we stand with Gd. When we set ourselves up as the heirs over Gd’s kingdom we will be stripped of our place.

The teachers of the law and the chief priests never gave up. They looked for a way to arrest Jesus immediately but they couldn’t because they were afraid of the people and so they waited. Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be sincere. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor. So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” The teachers of the law and the chief priests were not able to kill Jesus themselves so they wanted to hand Jesus over to the governor who had power and authority from Caesar. Jesus saw through their duplicity and said to them, “Show me a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” What is Caesar’s? What is Gd’s? We know from Genesis that all things are created by Gd and we know from Paul’s teaching in Romans that all authority has been granted by Gd. We should in this world recognize the Lord Gd in all things and give back to him what is his first and foremost, that is, our lives. Our lives are given by Gd; we owe him everything that he has given us even our very selves. In all things we should give glory to the Lord Creator. Those who tried to flatter Jesus as a teacher and trap him only thanked Gd for what he gave them and gave back a 10th and they did not give glory to Gd, instead they glorified themselves thanking Gd they were not like the other sinners. They should have recognized Jesus and given back to Gd’s what is Gd’s when Jesus asked the question. But they did not answer. They kept their lives for themselves. They will be responsible for their lives when Gd could be responsible for them.

After the Pharisees became quiet, some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. They wanted to debunk Jesus’ teachings of the kingdom of Gd with a cleaver riddle of a woman and 7 brothers. If all 7 brothers married the woman and did not bear any children then who would be her husband at the resurrection? Seven? None? Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection.” Jesus revealed the secret of the kingdom of Gd here to those who doubted the resurrection. In the age to come those who have put their trust in Gd for their life and gave glory to him in all things will be found worthy to enter his kingdom. They will live the fullness of life in the presence of Gd and there will no longer be marriage, there will no longer be death and no longer two people coming together to create children. Each one will be a full child of Gd who stands in the presence of the Lord, to whom Gd is all in all. Heavenly father, please guide us to your side. Jesus also gave the Sadducees evidence from the scriptures. “But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” We die in this world as a consequence of sin but only our mortal bodies. We continue to live before Gd in spirit. Today we stand before the Lord, we are alive to Gd; this does not end because our bodies stop moving. To Gd all are alive and are living before him. Jesus was in the presence of the Lord when David was king. He was before David but came as a descendant. “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ Jesus revealed himself as the Lord of whom David spoke of; the Lord of the living, to whom King David gave glory, the Lord who stood before them and pointed them to God the Father.

While he was still teaching at the temple, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” The rich people came to the temple to give according to the law but that was where they ended. They went to the temple rich and left the temple rich. But when Jesus saw this woman he said that she gave more than all the rest. What did she give then? This woman gave her life to Gd. By depending on him for her life she gave glory to Gd. She thanked Gd for her life and worshipped him with the offering of her life. Those who live to Gd give back to Gd what is Gd’s and give glory to him by depending him for their life instead of holding back what they have or try to save it. He will give them the true life. He will welcome them into his kingdom and to his feast. How can we be sure of this? If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. Jesus taught the precious truth of our life here. He taught the truth by his own example of offering his life to Gd. Praise Jesus the Lord! 

When at the temple the disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.” The disciples thought that this could never happen, that Gd would protect the temple and that Jesus would reign as king with power. But Jerusalem would be punished soon. The disciples wondered when these things would happen and how would they know. He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.” Jesus described many horrible things that would take place in the heavens and on earth. “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. And so you will bear testimony to me. But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. Everyone will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and you will win life.” 
His teaching applies to us also. The times will be bad for everyone but especially for those who follow Jesus. In this world we must defend ourselves and our ideas before our peers and before judges and we have many clever ways to justify our ideas but Jesus said not to worry beforehand how to defend ourselves when we are brought before a judge for the sake of the Truth. Jesus said that he will give us words and wisdom. When we are brought to bear testimony to the Jesus, the Christ of Gd, he himself will supply the defense by his Spirit and reveal himself through us as the Lord. It will not be us on the witness stand but Jesus will reveal himself and Gd before governors, presidents and even family members. Jesus said that everyone will hate us because of him. But do not worry, he will be our protection. Stand firm in Gd our savior and we will win Life. Our lives are what we always try to save but to those who stand firm, who take their stand with Gd who has revealed himself then they will win Life. The prize at the end of this race is the life with our Lord. 
In this world there will be persecution by many. We will be scared with the signs in the heavens and the earth. People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. But Jesus tells us, “At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Those who stand will be redeemed to Gd. The world will appear to be falling apart but we will see the Son of Man. When we see these signs we know what will happen soon just as when the leaves fall off the trees outside we know that we should put on a warm jacket before we go outside. The kingdom of Gd is near. Jesus said that the world would pass away but his words would never pass away. Jesus words are the very words of the everlasting Gd, what he has said and what he has revealed are of Gd and point to Gd. 
Jesus gives us one final warning in this section before the last supper. “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” Being able to stand before the Son of Man is the same as being able to stand before Gd. It is an impossible thing for a sinner to do. First we trust in the one who justifies but then we must watch out every day that we do not fall into drunkenness or become overwhelmed with the anxieties of life. To be able to watch for the master we must be of a sober mind, not drunk or let our mind occupied with the things in this world only, forgetting Gd and neglecting his vineyard. Pray constantly that Gd will keep you and strengthen you unto life, to stand firm until we see the Son of Man, the Lord who is coming. 

I have learned in this passage that Jesus hopes that the people would recognize him, hear his words and repent so that they would have the life from Gd. He taught the people every day with that hope up until he was arrested. Pray for yourselves and for your neighbors which include the students on campus that we may give glory to Gd in our lives even giving our life to Gd in the trust of the Lord and stand before him every day that he will welcome us into his Kingdom.
