                                  Enter the kingdom of Gd now!

Andre Atkinson
Verse; Luke 18:16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. He continued to teach the crowds and the disciples. He had described the kingdom of Gd before and obviously spoke of it often according to the accounts in the section that we are reading this week. 
We start with sin here. Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves. What is sin then? We can see that sin is deadly serious from Jesus list of things that would be better for someone than to cause one to sin. Sin is what has caused the creation to be separated from the creator. It is what makes a man an enemy of the holy Gd. Gd cannot be near sin that is unholy, against the law that Gd has set, against Gd. The sinner must be put to death for breaking the law; they must be kept out of the kingdom of Gd. Causing others to sin is not such a bad thing if Gd is only an impartial judge but from Jesus warning to watch ourselves we know that Gd cares about those whom Jesus described as little ones. Gd is the creator and when we cause others to sin we corrupt what Gd has made, not only this but we cause the one that Gd loves to be an enemy of Gd, separated from him. To sin may be like turning away from Gd but causing others to sin is like spitting in his face. So watch yourselves. 
The scary thing that Jesus reminds us of here is that “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come.” We are invited to sin every day; it is an endless barrage set to knock us down. It is waiting at the door. The commercials on TV or on the internet prey on our weakness. The careless words of other people easily turn our minds and emotions from peace to hate and discord. Just yesterday when I was repairing the large window upstairs some students passed by and mocked the idea of University Bible Fellowship. He said “can we go to church tomorrow morning?” I could not do anything but hate him and the people that he was with and these are the ones I should be praying for. The sin works so fast. In the midst of all these things it is easy to be overwhelmed and overcome. Hiding is one way that many people deal with this; whether in some drug, alcohol, philosophy, books, politics or any number of things. But when we hide, when we do not stand up, then sin has mastered us. The things that cause us to sin are bound to come but do not give up. 
If the things that cause us to sin are bound to come, what should we do? Jesus says, "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.” From Jesus instruction here we know more about the holy Gd and our duty before Gd. We are shown here that if we must forgive others then that is what Gd does. Up until the resurrection Gd had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished but now that the gospel work was completed the sins would have to be punished or forgiven. Gd forgives the sins of those who put their faith in him. King David was forgiven by Gd when he repented; when he gave glory to and trusted in the one who is holy. We are called as servants of that Gd to also forgive those who sin against us if and when they repent. As Gd desires that our relationship with him is remade so also he desires all his creation to be reconciled together and give glory to Gd with their lives. Things that cause us to sin are bound to come. We have no way to get away from the things. They stick to us. We have to live with them. So we sin against God and against one another. We don’t know what to do with this. But Jesus teaches us how to deal with the situation. He says, "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.” We see the grace of God who has opened the way for us to deal with the things that cause us to sin from which we can not run away. When we obey Gd who desires all his creation to be reconciled to him we rule over sin.  Forgive and seek the forgiveness.
We also see the patience of Gd who said to forgive even 7 times in one day, a remembrance of our own nature and how we must often come back to Gd in repentance. At this instruction to forgive, the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" This was a great burden for them, impossible for them. Jesus replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. We can not get rid of the things that cause people to sin. Only Gd can do it. But we can help people to be reconciled to Gd. We can rebuke. We can forgive those who sin against us though we may not be able to forgive those who sins against God. All what we can do are small things like the mustard seed. But the origin of that small faith is the Creator God. We see here from what is made possible by faith that the origin of faith is the creator Gd. Therefore when we put our trust in Gd who is perfecting our faith we are able to bear with the faults of others and even forgive them, an act which the people of that time understood that only Gd could do.
What is the faith that Jesus spoke of in vs. 6? "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'" The apostles were the servants of the Lord. The faith that the apostles required is the faith that they are the loyal servants. We have a hard time serving anyone but ourselves, especially in America. When we serve ourselves and dwell in pride we cannot forgive someone even one time. When we know who we are; servants of the Lord and take the understanding that we are only doing our duty, all these things are possible. When we serve the Lord the tree will be uprooted, we will forgive the one who has sinned against us. Sin will be thrown into the sea. 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus met ten men who had leprosy. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" From what they had heard of Jesus the 10 were likely glad to meet Jesus and honored him as their master and the master of their disease; that he would be able to cleanse them. They asked for pity from the one who is gracious. When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well." Jesus had pity on the 10 men; he healed their physical bodies. One man returned and fell at Jesus feet. This man was not a Jew but a Samaritan and was with the others only because they shared a similar affliction. When he came back and thanked him Jesus said; "Rise and go; your faith has made you well." The man had been healed physically already but he received the healing of the spirit at that time. His faith brought the Samaritan leper to the reconciliation with and worship of the Gd of the Jews. All he did was thanking Jesus for the cure. Jesus said that that that small faith bought down the sin which made him unable to come to Gd just because he was a Samaritan. It also liquidated the curse of leprosy and made him well. 
When Jesus spoke of the kingdom of Gd the Pharisees wondered when it would come. The Pharisees as well as the rest of the Israelites were waiting for Gd to rescue them, to bring his kingdom and rule on earth. "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you." The people expected an overturning of the world’s powers and Gd to be king, throwing down his enemies but Jesus shows us here that the kingdom of Gd is within us. Today we have some understanding of what Jesus said when we study Romans and about the body of Christ. We are members together of the kingdom of Gd when we join in the worship and glory of Gd. When we dwell in the word and spirit of Gd the kingdom is revealed. It is not here or there that we find the physical manifestations of Gd’s power and influence in our countries and governments. It is the power of the Gospel revealed by the Spirit to those who seek him. 
Jesus goes on and says to his disciples "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.” The gospel does not protect the faithful from harm in this world and indeed they often suffer even more and they long for the day of the Son of Man. The faithful in the kingdom of Gd look forward to the day that will not be missed, that cannot be ignored when the Son of Man comes in the full glory of Gd. It will come as a flash of lightning, in an instance when all will be revealed and there will be only light. The sons of Gd will be revealed that day when one is taken and the other is left, when one goes back for their world and the other is lifted to the Father. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. That is the sign of this truth. That is the sign to the disciples. "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather." This is a very serious truth. What can the sons of Gd do in the very serious reality? 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'”  The widow came to this judge so often that even though he was not a good man, an unjust judge, he granted justice to the woman because he didn’t want to get worn out. Jesus had taught the disciples to pray before as they had asked him but the disciples must have wondered about their prayers and might have given up. Why hadn’t their prayers been answered? Was Gd listening? They began to doubt. Jesus used this parable to reveal Gd and to help them. "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Jesus reminded the disciples that Gd is looking after his chosen ones. That those who cry out to him will get justice and quickly, but the disciples must have faith. Faith to come to Gd in the first place and faith to continue to seek him as the just Gd. We must also remember though how and what to pray. Jesus mentioned here that those who seek him will get justice. That is what we should ask for. What are we seeking, ourselves? Or are we seeking Gd and his will be done, his kingdom come? The faith that the Son of Man wants to find here is the faith of the loyal servant. He has called us.

Jesus speaks of prayer again to those who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else. He wanted to help them understand what they were doing when they exalted themselves. Jesus told this parable: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'” The Pharisee in this parable prayed to Gd but focused on his own righteousness, depending on his own actions and adherence of the law when he present himself before Gd but this man did not go home justified. When the sinner prayed he humbled himself and stood at a distance in reverence of Gd and relied on the Holy one and his righteousness. The result of this man’s humility before Gd was justification. Jesus teaches us to pray in reverence of Gd relying on his righteousness. .
In verses 15-17 people are bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When Isaac blessed Jacob he touched him and when Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph he touched them. The people wanted the blessing of this man who healed the sick and gave sight to the blind to touch and bless their children. The disciples rebuked the people for wasting the teacher’s time but Jesus taught them about who would enter the kingdom of Gd. To receive the kingdom as a child is not hard to understand. Children trust their parents and accept what is given by them. Only when we get older do we start to mistrust and depend on ourselves. Jesus reveals the king as the father here who welcomes in his children who are pure of heart and run to their father in love and trust. Those without that trust and love cannot find the door and try to find another way in by their own doing. 
A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" This is the question of everyone who has heard about Gd. We all want to know how to have eternal life. This man who came to Jesus was a Jew who knew the law, Jesus knew that about him. Jesus knew why the man called him good. "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'" The man who knew the law should have therefore known how to have eternal life; obey the law. That is why he came to Jesus the good teacher. This man had obeyed the law since he was a boy, he had tried to be good but he knew that he did not have life so he came and asked the good teacher, the teacher that was “more good” than he was to find out why he was not inheriting eternal life. What law was he not keeping is what he was really asking when he asked how to inherit eternal life. Jesus who knew his problem and started to help him by revealing that no one is good except Gd alone. This man could not reach up to Gd and life by trying to be good. So Jesus showed him then what was keeping him from life other than attempts at righteousness by being good. "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." This man loved money above Gd and the life from him. But he wanted to have eternal life also. He wanted to have both but found out that he couldn’t have both. He had to give up one. The man then went away from Jesus. 
I do not know if he ever repented but I do know how impossible it is to give up even $5. Just as Jesus said about this man "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." When we are rich we never want to leave this life, it is a really good life when we have some money and we do not want to give up that money, even if someone else has to starve because of that. Jesus shows here that when we store up for ourselves wealth here we have nothing stored up in heaven. When we have our hearts set on the things of this world we have no home in the kingdom of Gd. "Who then can be saved?" The truth of sinful man is greed and selfishness so we know that it is impossible for anyone to be saved in light of Jesus words. 
But Jesus said, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." How is it possible then? Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" "I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life." The disciples were also human and worked very hard to make some money but with the help of Gd, by the Word and by the Spirit they were brought to give up their lives, something that is impossible to do by oneself and they followed Jesus with their hearts and hopes set on the kingdom. For those who follow Jesus and along the way must give up all manner of things to do so will be rewarded with the blessings of Gd in this age and the age to come, eternal life. 
At this time, when Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem and while he was teaching many crowds of people that Jesus revealed to his disciples what would happen. "We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again." What was about to happen was the fulfillment of what was said by the prophets of Gd. These things had been revealed to the world before Jesus came but the people did not understand what it meant and when Jesus told his disciples now they also did not understand. These things were hidden from them because they must happen. This was the will of Gd that the Son would die and bring reconciliation; that we may enter the kingdom of Gd.
As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Blind man had somehow heard of Jesus before, heard about how he had healed others. He must have known the prophets and he recognized Jesus as the Son of David. When the Son of David came near he asked for mercy from him. The man recognized Jesus as the merciful. He cried out to Jesus even though the people told him to shut up. When Jesus had the blind beggar brought to him Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" "Lord, I want to see," he replied. The mercy that the man sought was to be able to see. How could he ask Jesus for this unless he believed that Jesus was able to do this for him, that Jesus was willing to have mercy on him?  His faith was incredible because only God would be able to cure a blind. But just like the lepers who believed the impossible he believed that Jesus would cure him.  42Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you." 43Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God. When the man pleaded for mercy from the Son of David he was seeking the mercy of Gd who sent the promised one. The man rested his hope on Gd his salvation and when he received his sight he praised Gd, he followed Jesus and when others witnessed the blind man with his sight they also praised Gd. The faith of this man revealed the glory of Gd and brought others to praise Gd.
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. Zacchaeus was a wealthy man, likely because he collected extra taxes for himself. This man wanted to see Jesus for himself and when Jesus was in the neighborhood he climbed a tree. "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into him home and because of this all the people muttered, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'" While they were muttering amongst themselves with no understanding Zacchaeus was made alive and welcomed into the kingdom of Gd. Zacchaeus was not just curious about who Jesus was, he did not just want to be amazed at some powerful teaching or miraculous sign, he ran ahead and climbed a tree to see Jesus his Lord as revealed by his repentance when Jesus came as guest into Zacchaeus house, ", and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount. Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." Zacchaeus who cheated many people was not afraid to payback 4 times the amount that he had unjustly taken because he was not afraid to lose his life and all he had when Jesus came in and found him. When Zacchaeus pronounced, Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, he was filled with the joy of knowing Jesus and being welcomed into life by his Lord. From Zacchaeus I can see the joy of losing for the sake of knowing the Lord and being welcomed as a son. I see the presence of the kingdom of God in full strength.

At the end of this week’s study and as Jesus prepared to enter Jerusalem Jesus told those gathered around him and Zacchaeus a parable. The people thought that the kingdom of Gd would appear at once. They were filled with joy and were praising Gd because of all that Jesus had done and so they expected the kingdom to appear but Jesus revealed to them the time and what was going on. He said: "A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. 'Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.'  "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man to be our king.'  "He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. Jesus came to this world the Son of Man. He came to be made king by his own death. The people who were filled with joy now would later be without Jesus. What would they do while he was gone? The people were entrusted with their lives, the lives of others and the Word. In fact, we have been entrusted with this world. "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so. We are the servants of Gd, only servants entrusted with our minas until our king comes. In the parable, each servant was entrusted with a mina which is about 3 months wages. For me 3 months wages is a really big thing but in the parable it was revealed as a small matter compared to what was entrusted when the king returned. We have been entrusted with this life which is everything to us and often we try just to wrap it up in a cloth and save it. But when we consider the life in the kingdom of Gd it is a small matter. The encouraging thing is that the life is here now within us. It is not there after this life. For those that use this life for the glory of Gd, they are welcomed into the kingdom of Gd. But there is a warning, too. Jesus said,  'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me." After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
