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JESUS, THE CHRIST OF GOD

Luke 7:1-10:42

KV 9:20

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
Jesus makes everyone in this passage confess God. May we confess God through this passage and so have eternal life, which is knowing God and dwelling in God, just like Jesus.  

I. God Has Come to Help His People (7:1-50)

After Jesus’ teachings of blessings and woes, loving our enemies, producing good fruit and being wise builders, Jesus went to Capernaum. 2There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. Somehow the centurion had heard of Jesus and asked some Jewish elders to request him to come and heal his servant. The centurion was highly respected by the Jewish elders though he was part of the Roman rule, for he helped build their synagogue. Jesus went with them, but when he was not far off, 6the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. The Roman centurion was obviously a convert to the faith in the God of Israel. He expressed his faith in the God of Israel with both his love for the nation of Israel as well as supporting the faith of the regional Israelites in their God through building their synagogue. If that were all, he would be counted as one of the random converts who appeared throughout Israel’s history. The significance of his story is that his faith in Jesus’ authority meant the healing of his servant. He honored Jesus’ authority as absolute. Jesus was amazed at the man and blessed the man’s faith in him. Thus Jesus revealed that he is the God of Israel whom the centurion believed as the One of absolute authority and power. That can be what the author Luke is revealing because in the following story he addresses Jesus as the Lord (verse 13) instead of calling him by name. 
After this, Jesus continued on his way to the town of Nain. He approached the gate and noticed a funeral procession, with the dead person being the only son of a widow. 13When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry." 14Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!" 15The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.16They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." 17This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. Luke tells us in this record that it was the Lord’s compassion on the widowed mother that was the cause of the miracle of raising a dead young man to life. The Lord’s compassion meant the liberation of a person from the grip of death. His compassion meant the comfort of the widowed mother, which overruled the power of death. Luke tells us in verses 16-17 that the display of his compassion in the raising a young man brought out the confession of God among those who heard the story. Jesus brought glory to the God of Israel instead of distracting their minds from the faith in God. That is the significance of Jesus shown in this story. There is no conflict between him and the God of Israel. He is indeed the Lord who has come to his own. We may not see him or hear him as the people in his time that had the privilege of enjoying the blessing. But we have the record of his compassion on the widow, which convicts our hearts with the same certainty. And so this conviction helps us to confess God though we do not see him or hear him. He is the Lord of us as he was seen and recognized by the widow and the town’s people. 
After Jesus raised the young man from death, John the Baptist’s disciples came to him in prison telling him all the news about what Jesus did. John sent them to ask the Lord if he was the one to come or should they expect someone else. Luke records, 21At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 23Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." When John the Baptist was in prison, he wanted to know if Jesus was the one who was promised, the one for whom he was called to prepare the way. We do not know whether John had doubt about Jesus. But in verse 23 we may think that he could have been trapped in the endless struggles to fit Jesus in his theological framework of the promised Messiah. The significance of Jesus’ reply to his question is that Jesus pointed to the Baptist what was happening in the gospel ministry. John was trapped in the question of the whether or not Jesus was the promised Messiah. The emptiness of the proof whether Jesus is the Messiah or not is that even when John the Baptist was assured of the certainty, this doesn’t give life, or much of anything, to him. It would just be the assertion of himself – whether he was right or wrong. It would just be confirmation of his own thoughts and that is not the Gospel. So Jesus told the messengers to tell John the Baptist what they had seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. The miracles were all signs of the Messiah, which were prophesied in the Scriptures. Jesus was revealing the glory of God in the ministry that those who see and hear may confess God and be saved. 
We should remember that Jesus is not emphasizing the miracles. He is calling John the Baptist’s attention to the ministry so that he may realize the Lord who declares his glory in the works. That is why he said in verse 23, “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” We do not have those miracles in our midst though some claim that they have seen miraculous healings. We should not complain because we do not have the experience of those miracles. Instead we should remember that the gospel ministry is an account of Jesus, the Lord. We should pray that we may not fall away on account of him because of our obsession for proof or convincing signs. We should learn to rejoice because of the gospel ministry in which the glory of Jesus our Lord is revealed. Then we will have the true blessing of knowing God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus then spoke to the crowds about John the Baptist. He asked them what they expected to see. They weren’t looking for a reed swayed by the wind or a man dressed in fine clothing living in luxury. They came to see a prophet and Jesus declared he was more than a prophet. 27This is the one about whom it is written: " 'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' 28I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." 29(All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that God's way was right, because they had been baptized by John. 30But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.) Jesus didn’t speak against John’s doubts but continued in verses 24-35 to declare to the people that John the Baptist was the voice of God who called God’s people to prepare the way for the Lord. Jesus meant that those who had seen and heard John the Baptist had seen and heard God. Luke tells us in verses 29-30 about the impact of John the Baptist. People who were baptized by him acknowledged Jesus’ words and said that God’s way was right.  Jesus continued to compare the generation to children who complained when they didn’t get their way. Jesus declared, 33For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.' 34The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' 35 But wisdom is proved right by all her children." The Pharisees and experts in the law rejected both John the Baptist and Jesus. They rejected John the Baptist because he did not eat bread of drink wine. They rejected Jesus because he did eat bread and drink wine. The real reason of their rejection was that both Jesus and John didn’t come in the ways they expected. Jesus says in verse 35 that their rejection proves God declared himself through both John the Baptist and Jesus since those who listened to John the Baptist confessed God’s ways was right when they heard Jesus’ words.  
Jesus was later invited to eat at a Pharisee’s house and when a woman who had lived a sinful life heard that Jesus was there, 37she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. The Pharisee questioned whether Jesus was really a prophet because in his eyes, no person of God would let a sinner be in his presence let alone touch him. Jesus knew what he was thinking and 40 answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 41"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 43Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said.  Jesus then turned to the woman and said how much more she had done for him, a complete stranger, than the Pharisee who invited Jesus into his house as a guest. Jesus concluded, 47Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."48Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."49The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 50Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." When a woman who had lived a sinful life heard where Jesus was dining one night, she had to go and see him. Obviously she heard that Jesus accepted sinners and welcomed them. She expressed her gratitude for Jesus by wetting his feet with her tears and wiping them with her hair. The pious Pharisee honored Jesus with invitation for a dinner at his house but he did not love Jesus. When the Pharisee asked why Jesus allowed a sinner to touch him like that he taught that the woman loved him much. There is interesting thing in his teaching in verses 47-48. “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”   Jesus did not mean that she was forgiven by her merit. He rather meant that he saw in her attitude that God had forgiven her. Jesus reaffirmed the truth in verse 50. Her faith was the sign of God’s work in her. Since Jesus was the one who motivated the woman to express her love we can say that Luke is telling us here that Jesus is God who created in her the God-originated faith by forgiving her sins.  The people who were there did not know the whole story. They just wondered who Jesus was when he declared the woman’s sins forgiven. They might not have seen God at work in the life of this woman, but Jesus did and declared God’s salvation to her.
II. Don’t Be Afraid, Just Believe (8:1-56)

1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means. Here Luke describes the group of people who participated in Jesus’ ministry. The Twelve were with him. When some women had been cured of evil spirits and diseases, they left everything to follow Jesus who healed them. They supported Jesus’ ministry, including his twelve hungry apostles, with their own means. Through their support and labor for the ministry to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God they were declaring that they were giving their lives to serve God who had come through Jesus. They were worshiping God by serving his Son. They were worshiping God by supporting Jesus even though his ministry was nomadic and very unglamorous. They were extraordinary people to say the least. In the world, which is dictated by survival instinct, they were very strange people. Jesus explains in the next parable how such very unusual people came to exist.  
 4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown." When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." Jesus’ disciples asked him what the parable meant and Jesus replied, 10He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, " 'though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.' Jesus explained that the seed is the word of God and each of the soils were the condition of those who received the word. While some seed didn’t produce a crop, Jesus concluded, 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. Jesus often taught the crowds in parables, which were meant to help them understand the kingdom of God in circumstances where they were familiar such as farming. But most people still didn’t understand because they refused to acknowledge God who was at work in their lives. That is true, as we ourselves know through our experience as Bible teachers. Then the question is, where did such an unusual group of people like the Twelve and the women come from? Jesus declared that the Spirit of God is at work, planting the Word that produces crops. Jesus didn’t deny that some of the seed was spoiled by the world. But that is what we know through our experience. The appearance of the people like the Twelve and the few women is the revelation of God who creates new life.   
Jesus then teaches another parable: 16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him." As he spoke, Jesus’ own mother and brothers came to see him but couldn’t because of the crowds. Jesus’ response was quite interesting for he said, 21"My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice." In these two parables Jesus explains that the appearance of the word of God in people like the Twelve and the women is the open declaration of God’s glory to those who live in the world. The glory of God, which is revealed in the word, is that he creates God’s own family by the Word. The Twelve and the women were Jesus’ brothers and sisters and mothers. We should learn to acknowledge God in the appearance of our coworkers. When we do that all the darkness gives way to the light and we will see many things clearly. We will even see God’s glory. 
One time, as Jesus traveled with his disciples, a great storm came upon the boat. The disciples were afraid they would drown and wondered if Jesus was going to let them die.  But Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25"Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him." The disciples followed Jesus as soon as they were called, but that didn’t mean they knew Jesus completely from the very beginning. They had to get to know him and through their discipleship they would grow to know God and his salvation. When Jesus calmed the storm they began to suspect that Jesus was God. Jesus encouraged them to hold on to their faith. Then they would know God who has revealed his glory in the Son.   
The end of their sailing journey was a region of the Garasenes. A man was there who was possessed by a legion of demons. No one knew how to deal with him so they left him alone, abandoned among the tombs like a dead man. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" 29For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. The demons begged to go into a herd of pigs but when they went into the pigs, the animals went into the lake and drowned rather than live in torment. The people heard about the pigs and saw the man dressed and in his right mind, but all they could see was fear of what Jesus would do next. So Jesus left. 38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39"Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. When Jesus healed a demon-possessed man, who no one cared about anymore, the man begged to follow Jesus. He was a new creation because of Jesus; he had new life and saw that Jesus indeed was God’s salvation. But Jesus wanted the man to be a testimony to the life of God, a testimony to God who came to be with his people. The man might have been a little disappointed not to remain with Jesus physically, but he was not upset because, through his healing, he now dwelled with God. That was how he could boldly tell everyone in town that Jesus is God who has come into our midst. 
When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him. A man named Jairus, who was a synagogue ruler, had a sick daughter and pleaded with Jesus to heal her. On his way, another woman wanted Jesus’ healing. She didn’t want to stop Jesus, and since she wasn’t supposed to be out amongst the people, she had faith that simply touching Jesus’ cloak would heal her. Jesus knew someone other than the jostling crowd had touched him for he felt the power go out of him. 47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace." While the woman’s joy that she had been healed could have amazed the crowd, they soon heard the little daughter of Jairus had died. It appeared as though Jesus didn’t het there in time. They told Jairus not to bother the Teacher anymore. 50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." Everyone was mourning and wailing for the dead girl. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep." 53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. News of Jesus’ healing brought one woman out of seclusion because of her uncleanness, to risk being stoned for touching Jesus’ cloak. She trusted that Jesus’ power to heal would apply to her as well. Jesus helped her not to dwell in her healing but to worship God who restored her. When a little girl was dead, the father was sure nothing else could be done. But Jesus declared not to be afraid of death. He stated to believe in the life-giving power of God and she would be healed. Her parent’s were astonished when their daughter got up at Jesus’ words. They were amazed that the power of God over death. 

III. The Christ of God (9:1-62)

Jesus called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority to drive out demons and cure diseases. They were sent to preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick.  Jesus gave them specific instructions about what not to bring and how they should greet the people in each town. 6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. Jesus prepared his disciples to depend on God and the salvation work he was completing. Jesus knew he would not be with his disciples long, so he was giving them practical application to seek God and worship him through their journey. 
When Herod heard about all that was happening in and through Jesus’ ministry, he was not sure what was going on. He knew that he put John the Baptist in prison and executed him, so he wondered who else would have this type of popularity and power. Out of curiosity, Herod wanted to see Jesus and figure out why he was doing all he heard about. While Herod was speculating about Jesus, God’s work was still being done. The apostles returned and reported all that they had done. Jesus wanted to withdraw with them to a quiet place but the crowds followed. Jesus did not shoo them away, but instead welcomed them and told them about the kingdom of God and healed those who needed healing. It grew late and the people were hungry. The disciples said that Jesus should let them go to find lodging and food, but 13He replied, "You give them something to eat." They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." 14(About five thousand men were there.) But he said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each." 15The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 17They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The disciples were concerned about the people, but they were hindered when they only thought of their lack of means to help. Jesus brought what they had to God and thanked God who was with them. He thanked God who would provide and give life to his people. God indeed revealed his presence and his Spirit and more food than was offered was left over. 
18Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the crowds say I am?" 19They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life." 20"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 21Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." Jesus taught his disciples the truth of the Christ of God, which was the truth of the Son of Man. He must suffer and be rejected and killed. God would be revealed in all this. And when the time came, God would raise the Son of Man, revealing the new life that has come into creation. All will see Jesus, God’s salvation. 
 23Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. Following Jesus is to deny ourselves; to deny our sinful desires and our natural instincts. It doesn’t make sense to follow Jesus because it doesn’t help us survive in this world. In fact, it makes us easy targets for those who reject God’s truth. But this is the worship of God, the declaration that God has come to dwell with his people. It is the life of Jesus, God’s salvation. 
After talking about what must happen to the Son of Man and the cost of following him, 28Jesus took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Moses and Elijah appeared talking with Jesus about his departure, which he would bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. Peter, James and John had been sleeping but became fully awake at the display of Jesus’ glory. Peter wanted them to stay there forever, even offering to build shelters though he didn’t know what he was saying. But while Peter was speaking, 34a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him." 36When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen. The disciples didn’t know what to make of Jesus who revealed his full glory on the mountainside. They saw patriarchs talking with him, not as ghosts, but as living beings. They might not have understood it fully, but they saw that God is indeed the God of the living, who chose his son to bring people back to worship God in full glory and splendor.  
When they came down from the mountain, a man along with a large crowd came to meet him. The man’s son was being tormented by a demon and the disciples couldn’t drive it out. So he begged Jesus to heal his boy. Jesus healed the boy and gave him back to his father. 43And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, 44"Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men." 45But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. When Jesus healed the boy when no one else could, the people were amazed at the greatness of God. They had sought God in the matter of this sick boy, and God revealed himself through his Son. But at the same time, Jesus reminded his disciples that being the Son of God meant he would be betrayed as the Son of Man. Jesus knew the cost that came to reveal God to the people; to be God’s salvation. 
Somehow, this healing caused the disciples to argue about greatness. Jesus taught them, 48"Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest." The disciples were also concerned about other people speaking in the name of Jesus to drive out demons. Jesus told them that the disciples shouldn’t stop them, "for whoever is not against you is for you." While the disciples were occupied about many things other than the work of God, Jesus was aware that the time for him to be taken up to heaven was approaching. So Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. He sent messengers to a Samaritan village to get things ready for his arrival, but they would not welcome him. The disciples wanted to destroy them for their lack of respect, 55But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56and they went to another village. When his disciples were being distracted from the presence of God, Jesus reminded them greatness has to do with God. Because was resolutely setting out for Jerusalem he was not hindered by the rejection of the Samaritans. He knew this was the truth of the Son of Man; this was included in the salvation work of God. 
As Jesus walked to Jerusalem, a man asked to follow Jesus wherever he would go. Jesus replied that following Jesus meant that there was no place to call home, that following Jesus is leaving behind the dead to live a new life proclaiming the kingdom of God. Following Jesus isn’t something we can do at our own convenience, when we feel like it. When we are given new life, we are given the freedom to worship God – to proclaim the kingdom of God which has come through Jesus, God’s salvation. Then we will truly dwell with God as we seek him and worship him with our lives. 
IV. The Father’s Good Pleasure (10:1-42)

Jesus then appointed seventy-two other disciples to go ahead of him to the places he was about to go. 2He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Again, he gave instructions about what not to bring and how to greet people. Even when they weren’t welcomed Jesus told them, Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' The kingdom of God is near and the seventy-two could be sure of it when they were rejected. They were harvest workers among the wolves, but God was with them. When the seventy-two returned, they were joyful though they must have been rejected many times. When they marveled that even demons submitted to Jesus’ name, Jesus 18replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." The disciples marveled at what they were enabled to do through the power given to them from God. Yet Jesus helped them to marvel at God, to worship him because he had come to dwell with sinners, to worship him because he has brought salvation. 
 21At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 22"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." 23Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it." Jesus was joyful because through the Holy Spirit he saw the wonderful work of God being revealed to God’s children. He worshiped God who did all this for his pleasure. 
One time, as Jesus stopped on his journey to Jerusalem, an expert in the law wanted to test him. 25"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 27He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" Jesus said he answered correctly. If he loved as the commandments said, he would live. But the expert in the law wanted to justify himself and asked who was his neighbor whom he had to love as himself. In reply, Jesus shared a parable of a man who was left on the road to die after being robbed. Both a priest and a Levite passed him by but a Samaritan stopped and took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' Jesus then turned to the expert in the law, 36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." Here Jesus taught how the Samaritan showed mercy to his neighbor and he was given eternal life, which is the worship of God.  We too are called to go and do likewise. 
Jesus then came to a village where a woman named Martha opener her home to him. Her sister Mary didn’t help with any of the preparations, but instead remained at Jesus’ feet. Martha was distracted by the things she had to do for Jesus and asked Jesus to make her sister help. 41"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." Mary sought God through Jesus though she was expected to do other things. She didn’t want to miss out on this Jesus. She didn’t want to miss out on worshiping God. Mary shows that only Jesus is needed. Mary chose Jesus and Jesus will not be taken away from her – for Jesus is God. 
May we be awakened to Jesus who creates in us a new life that confesses God. May we know God and dwell in him, which is the worship of God. 
