Bonnie Stewart 
JESUS, FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Luke 4:1-6:49

KV 4:18-19

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

Luke wrote this passage to reveal the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was baptized by John, the Holy Spirit descended upon him like a dove and God declared from heaven, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." Jesus began his ministry full of the Holy Spirit. What did it mean for Jesus to be full of the Holy Spirit? Luke seems to be saying in this passage that Jesus, being full of the Spirit, did what no one has ever seen or heard before, such as fully revealing God in all he did and said. In this passage Jesus was led to a desert to be tempted and led to preach in his hometown where he knew he would be rejected. Jesus healed, called disciples, and taught the crowds. He did all these by the Holy Spirit. As we examine these things, may we be amazed at the wonderful aspects of the work of the Spirit that are unlike anything we have seen or heard. 

I. Jesus, the Anointed One (4:1-44)

Jesus began his earthly ministry right after John baptized him. Luke records, 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert. The Holy Spirit led Jesus to the desert where he would be tempted by Satan for 40 days, all while going without food. Jesus made himself vulnerable to Satan’s attacks, revealing that Jesus, the Son of God surely came as the Son of Man. The temptations Satan brought to Jesus’ attention were challenges to prove himself as the Son of God. If he was truly sent by God, if Jesus was in fact God’s own Son, he could make a stone into bread in a blink of an eye. But Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, testified to the power of the word of God, declaring, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone'”(4). But Satan wasn’t finished. He tried to get Jesus to reject his Father in order to gain earthly authority and power. Jesus saw through the devil’s lies and again testified that God commanded his people to worship and serve him only. Jesus must have grown tired and remained hungry, still vulnerable to Satan’s words. But the devil didn’t relent. He even tested Jesus to prove he is the Son of God using the word of God that declared God would save his own from harm. 12Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" The devil was finished tempting after this until another opportune time came. 
Surprisingly, this temptation was the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. In temptation, we as Christians struggle trying to force ourselves to serve God. Jesus testifies that he abode in the word of God. He didn’t use the word of God to deter Satan. To Jesus, the word of God is food. God is food; he is the way, the truth, and the life. Jesus reveals here that that is the way of the Holy Spirit and that revelation is the beginning of the gospel. I pray that this beginning may come in myself and in others. 
After his encounter with Satan in the desert, 14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. When Jesus taught, he revealed the power of the Spirit who was upon him. Jesus might have said the same teachings that were already in the Scriptures. But it wasn’t until Jesus said them that the people realized that those teachings had power and authority. Jesus revealed Truth in what he was teaching, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Luke describes an example of the teaching by the Spirit in the next passage.
One day during his ministry, Jesus was in Nazareth, where he grew up as a child. On the Sabbath, were it was customary for teachers to speak in the synagogue, Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah: 18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." Jesus then sat down and testified, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." Jesus declared by the Spirit that he is the Anointed One, the Messiah, sent by God to proclaim the coming of God’s kingdom; the restoration of creation; the year of the Lord’s favor. Jesus took the full responsibility of the fulfillment of God’s promise on himself. He declared that the promises – each of which was and is impossible – were fulfilled in their hearing. This declaration would eventually claim his life. Who would take such an impossible responsibility by saying that all those are fulfilled in their hearing unless he is crazy? Yet here Luke tells us that Jesus did so in faith in God who anointed him with the Spirit. Jesus reveals here that the kingdom of God is what has come. Anyone who steps into it, however, will only know it by the conviction of the Spirit. Jesus shows the mystery that the Truth is revealed to those who accept the gospel to be true.
The Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus because he is the Son of God sent to the world as the Son of Man. While the people in the town spoke well of Jesus, they could not get out of their minds that Jesus was the son of Joseph. Jesus did not take their rejection personally. He knew by the Spirit that they would reject him, for that was the reality of a prophet. No prophet is accepted in his hometown. That is God’s truth. When the people in the synagogue realized Jesus was rebuking them for rejecting God’s prophets and rejecting him as the Anointed One, they were furious and wanted to throw Jesus down a cliff. But that was God’s truth of them. Their rejection would not stop God. Jesus simply walked through the crowd and went on his way. Jesus came to be rejected by his hometown. He came to die for those who did not recognize his authority and power. Full of the Spirit, Jesus would offer his life to give life to all. That was what Jesus revealed by the Holy Spirit at the rejection of his own hometown people. 
After leaving Nazareth, Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 32They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. The people in Capernaum must have heard teachers speak from the Scriptures each Sabbath for their whole lives. Yet when Jesus taught, something was different about him. The people were amazed because unlike their other teachers, Jesus’ message had authority; Jesus’ message had power. The problem was that they could not figure out what the power was or why they sensed the power in his teaching. That is what Jesus showed in the next step of his revelation. The power of Jesus’ words wasn’t for teaching alone. In the synagogue Jesus drove out a demon in a man, silencing the demon that knew Jesus is the Holy One of God. When all the people saw how the demon-possessed man was healed with no harm coming to him simply by Jesus’ word, they 36 were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" 37And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. The people were amazed that Jesus’ word was powerful enough to drive out demons. The Spirit of the Lord who was upon Jesus was evident to all who saw him teach, even if they did could not fully understand all that they saw. 
Jesus continued to teach and heal, all in the power of the Holy Spirit. But the author Luke adds that Jesus didn’t simply rely on this power and go ahead with his ministry full steam. Instead, Jesus went to a solitary place. While it isn’t mentioned here, Jesus would go to solitary places in order to pray and spend time with the Father. Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit but this didn’t mean he was now all on his own, dependant solely on himself. Full of the Spirit meant Jesus was united with his Father, in mind and heart. Full of the Spirit, Jesus knew he must go on to other towns to preach the Good News of the Kingdom of God. He knew this was why his Father sent him into the world. Being filled with the Spirit Jesus did what God the Father wants to do – to declare God’s power and authority over the sin that enslaved creation.  This is revealing and instructive to us who are inclined to do ministry for the ministration of people, for a project or whatever else. However, this type of ministry comes at the cost of God. May I learn to come to God in prayer by the Spirit. That is how Jesus began his ministry and that is what Jesus did in his ministry, by the Holy Spirit.
The beginning of Jesus’ ministry actually doesn’t make sense to us. If we were ready to begin our own ministry, we would go out to find disciples who were receptive of our words, not those who would reject us. We also wouldn’t follow any leading to be tempted by Satan. But this was the evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ ministry since the beginning. Jesus was united with God in Spirit. So the author Luke records that this strange beginning – the temptation and rejection and meeting them in prayer– is what Jesus, the Anointed One by the Spirit, did when he began his ministry. 

II. Jesus, The Healer (5:1-39)
The power of the Spirit of the Lord wasn’t only for healing people from demons. Full of the Spirit, Jesus called his disciples out of their survival-dependant lives into God-dependent lives. When Jesus called Simon he asked to borrow his boat in order to teach the crowd. Then he helped Simon catch fish even though they had tried all night and failed. There was something about Jesus that made Simon want to serve Jesus though he was tired from his fruitless all-night fishing trip. But it wasn’t until he saw all the fish that were caught after listening to Jesus that 8 Simon Peter fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" When the power of the Holy Spirit was displayed through Jesus, all Simon could see was his sinfulness before the Lord Jesus. Simon Peter was indeed a sinner, but Jesus didn’t come to exert his power over sinners. He came to call sinners to follow him; he came to call sinners to be healed. That is why Jesus told Simon not to be afraid to stand in his presence, not to be afraid of the sin that crippled him. Jesus would create Simon to be Peter, fisher of men. Simon Peter left everything to follow Jesus. He didn’t want to miss out on knowing this Jesus who revealed the fullness of the New Heaven and the New Earth by the Holy Spirit, though the experience was only a glimpse as quick as a flash of lightning. We know that it takes a long and difficult time for us to respond to Jesus’ revelation even though we encounter the lightning-like revelation ourselves. Luke shows here in the shocking response of Peter that he left everything, literally everything, in response to the brief and one time revelation, which is the work of the Holy Spirit to create a totally new creation by Jesus.  

Jesus’ healing extended far beyond his disciples. When a man with leprosy trusted in Jesus’ willingness to make him clean, Jesus did just that. He touched the man, making himself unclean to restore this child of God. Jesus directed the healed man to offer sacrifices to the priest to be the testimony of his cleansing, but instead the man was so joyful that he had to share what Jesus had done for him. Many who heard of Jesus’ power and authority came to him to be healed. It must have been overwhelming. But Jesus didn’t let this prevent him from withdrawing to lonely places to pray. In the midst of doing God’s work through the Spirit, Jesus did not let the work or popularity dictate him or neglect God his Father. He returned to him each time, simply to dwell in his presence.  
Jesus continued to teach during his ministry and everyone, including religious leaders wanted to hear from this man who had such authority when he spoke. One day, as Jesus was teaching, 17Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick. Again, the gospel writer Luke makes a point that it was the presence of the power of the Lord which enabled Jesus to heal the sick with authority; to heal the sick unlike anyone had ever seen or heard of before. When a group of men were unable to reach Jesus because of the crowd, they were not deterred. They were willing to lower their paralytic friend through a stranger’s roof in order to have him healed by the power of the Lord that was evident in Jesus. While the men probably expected Jesus to heal their paralyzed friend first, 20When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven.” When the power of the Lord was present, Jesus was conscious of the work of God. Full of the Spirit, Jesus saw their actions as an act of faith – trusting in the complete healing of the man who was paralyzed. The complete healing that Jesus brought to the world isn’t our physical bodies alone. Jesus came to heal us from the bondage of sin and death into faith. 
Luke records in the next section what Jesus did further by the Spirit. Instead of rejoicing in this Good News, 21The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" The Pharisees and teachers of the law were excellent Bible teachers – they knew God alone could forgive sin. But when they remained in their understanding of who God is and what he was doing, they failed to see the testimony Jesus was revealing before their eyes: Jesus the Son of Man is the Son of God; Jesus is God who came to the earth to bring life to his children lost in the power of sin. 22Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 23Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 24But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." He said to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." Here, Jesus reveals the truth of the forgiveness of sin. It isn’t somewhere in heaven; it is the truth of God which has come here on earth from the beginning of creation! People like Abel, and all men of faith in history, testify to that truth. Jesus was revealing Truth, which all people suppress with their unbelief and rejection. Indeed, the forgiveness of sin has come through Jesus when he declared Truth by the Spirit and the proof of this is the complete healing of this paralyzed man. It is no longer difficult to see the truth of the forgiveness of sin. May we be amazed at the work of the Spirit – the evidence of the healing from Jesus – and dwell in it. 

Jesus, the Son of Man, had the authority to forgive sins, because the power of the Lord was present for Jesus to heal the sick. The power of the Lord was present for Jesus to give new life. When the people saw the paralytic man get up and praise God, they were amazed and began to praise God themselves. 26They were filled with awe and said, "We have seen remarkable things today." The people were amazed because they had seen the work of God through Jesus. They were astonished because they had never seen anything like this healing before. The people were amazed not only of the power of the Lord, but also the presence of the Lord who had come to them through Jesus. When the people saw Jesus, they saw God in their midst. That was the work of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus’ healing extended to those he called to be his disciples. Even a tax collector who must have lived a comfortable life in the world left everything to follow Jesus. Jesus saw his emptiness and Levi knew that only through Jesus could he be brought back to God. In appreciation for Jesus, and the power of the Lord that was present to heal, Levi held a great banquet for Jesus. He wanted to invite all his friends to meet this extraordinary Jesus whose power and authority had never been seen before. The religious leaders thought Jesus was defiling himself by eating with such sinners, but 31Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." Jesus was full of the Spirit, not to tell the righteous how awesome they were, but to heal those lost in sin, to bring sinners to repentance and thus new life. That is why Jesus declared that he is the bridegroom who would later be taken from his disciples as a sin offering on the cross. He wanted his own to celebrate the presence of the Lord who had come to redeem his people. He came to call those stuck in their ideas of Scripture teachings and be new garments and new wineskins, meeting God newly and worshiping him in spirit and truth. 

III. Jesus, the Teacher (6:1-49)

Jesus’ healing wasn’t the only evidence of the power of the Lord that was present. Jesus also taught. He taught those who crowded around him, thirsty for his every word. He taught his disciples who left everything to follow him. And he taught the religious leaders who were entrenched in their own understandings and questioned the authority of Jesus. He taught full of the Spirit, that their sin would be exposed and they would repent, returning back to God the Father. 

When questioned about his disciples eating grain from a field on the Sabbath, Jesus taught the Pharisees that, 5"The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." Jesus revealed what this fully meant when he healed a man with a shriveled hand while in the synagogue one other Sabbath. The Pharisees wanted to accuse Jesus of breaking the Sabbath law, but Jesus came to reveal the truth of the Sabbath. 9Jesus said to them, "I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?" The Sabbath was meant to give man rest, to take time to be with God. The Sabbath was not one day out of many when man is required to keep the rituals just for the sake of keeping it. The Sabbath is an all-the-time truth that applies to each day. It is on the designated day that they would celebrate the Sabbath truth.  The Pharisees took the Sabbath to accuse Jesus and to kill him. Keeping the Sabbath means to join God in mind and heart that his will to be done – his will for life to come to all creation.  Jesus revealed the truth of the Sabbath by the Spirit to those who suffered and made others suffer by taking the Sabbath without the Spirit.
While the Pharisees were furious Jesus continued to heal on the Sabbath, full of the Spirit Jesus continued his ministry that began in temptation and rejection. One day during his ministry, 12Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 13When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles. Through prayer, Jesus was led by the Spirit to call people with different characters and walks of life. He even called Judas Iscariot whom he knew would later betray him. By the Spirit he chose Judas that God’s will would be done on earth as it is in heaven. Jesus didn’t come to call the righteous, he came to call sinners, those who reject and betray him. He called sinners to follow him and dwell in the year of the Lord’s favor. 

After calling his apostles, a large crowd of disciples came from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Luke writes, Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. Power was coming from Jesus, and the people couldn’t help but be drawn to Jesus, God’s salvation. 

Yet, the presence of the power of the Lord did not mean that the lives of those in the crowd would suddenly be easy and peaceful. Jesus taught that there would be both blessings and woes. But they could rejoice because God in heaven sent his Son to bring them life, to open the kingdom of God to sinners. Jesus continued to teach many things including loving enemies, forgiving others, bearing fruit to God and building on strong foundations. Jesus did not bring a new set of commandments along with his ministry. Instead he taught the crowds and his disciples that in God is blessing and away from God means woe. He taught the crowd and his own that in order to be in God they had to practically apply the word of God to their lives. He taught them to live God’s word instead of it only being a concept in their minds. Jesus came to bring the Spirit of God to the Lord’s children, that we may meet God through his Son; that we may know the mind and heart of our Father. Jesus came, full of the Spirit, revealing he is from God. As we examine his teachings they don’t fit to any box we can create to put them in. Just taking one example, he teaches us to love our enemies! In summary, Jesus teaches that blessings and woes depend on whether we follow Jesus’ teachings which is in the Spirit, which are against our inclinations and need for survival. Indeed, through the teachings, Jesus came to declare that God is living and calling sinners to be united with him in the Spirit. 

May we listen to Jesus until we see the uniqueness and beauty of his teachings which reveal Truth, even the kingdom of God that has come, as we continue to study Luke’s gospel. Amen.

