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JESUS, GOD’S SALVATION 

Luke 1:1-3:38

KV 2:30-32

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.

When the gospel writer Luke chose to write down all he had carefully investigated about what the believers received from the eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ own disciples, he was very eager to share what he discovered. For when he went back to the historical events surrounding Jesus’ birth and ministry, he was struck by Jesus himself, the Son of God who came to the earth as the Son of Man, so that God’s kingdom may come to sinners. In the first section of his gospel, Luke introduces many people, seemingly leaving Jesus out of the picture. But in the accounts of Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, Simeon, Anna, and John the Baptist, Luke testifies to Jesus who came as a humble baby in a manger to reveal God who came to dwell with his people in order to redeem them. In Jesus, the longing of humanity – the totality of human beings – to come back to God the Creator is fulfilled; their hope is restored. 
I. Zechariah and Elizabeth’s Jesus (1:1-25) 

Luke begins his gospel not with the beginning of Jesus’ ministry or even the birth of Jesus, but with the events leading up to the birth of John the Baptist. Luke details the lives of John’s parents Elizabeth and Zechariah. Herod was king over Judea at this time, yet he wasn’t really a king. He was more of a figurehead while the Romans ruled. Herod wasn’t even in the line of King David. It had been many years, almost 4 centuries long, since the prophets guided Israel back to God and it appeared as though God was silent. Yet there was one couple that continued to live before the Lord. Zechariah and Elizabeth were upright in the sight of God and observed the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. It is even more remarkable that they lived in the sight of God because they were childless and well along in years. Many people consider children a blessing from God, so Elizabeth and Zechariah could have doubted God’s blessing on them. But they were not focused on the blessings of God; they lived as those bound to God and nothing could separate them from that relationship. 
But God was not absent like many supposed. He was working quietly according to his timing. God revealed himself to Zechariah one day as he prayed in the temple. As a descendent of Aaron and a Levite, Zechariah was part of the priesthood who served the Lord on behalf of Israel. Zechariah was chosen by lot to go into the temple of the Lord where he would intercede between God and the Israelites by praying for the forgiveness of Israel’s sin. The author Luke shows in the appearance of God to Zechariah that the priesthood of Aaron and the Levites was where God revealed himself all along for many thousands of years. He shows that the conviction of Zechariah and Elizabeth was the work of God also. Interestingly, this also illustrates that Zechariah, who was faithful to God, was not aware of God’s presence.
While Zechariah was praying and burning incense to the Lord and angel appeared to him. Though Zechariah had prayed to the Lord many times, he had never seen an angel or had any physical indication that God heard him. So when an angel actually appeared to him, he was shocked. And because he knew it must be a sign from God, Zechariah was filled with fear of the Lord. The angel told Zechariah not to be afraid, for he was there to declare that God is living and has heard his prayer. Along with the prayers for Israel, Zechariah must have prayed many times with his wife to have children. But until this time he wasn’t aware that God was listening to him. The Lord spoke through the angel to declare that not only would Elizabeth bear a son in her old age, he will be given the name John. He will give his parents joy, and many will rejoice because of his birth. He will be great in the sight of the Lord because God set him apart to go on before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah. Through John, the Lord will bring many people back to the Lord their God and to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

Zechariah wondered how such a miracle would happen. Because of his doubt, he would be silent until his son’s birth. The birth of John was good news from God. The Lord’s promise would come true no matter who believed. The angel silenced Zechariah until the day John would be born, that he would truly understand that God, whom he believed, was real and that his devotion to God was real. In the same time he would understand the significance of John’s birth and testify to the work of God. Meanwhile, Zechariah was taking a long time and the people who were praying outside the temple were beginning to wonder what was going on. Somehow, through Zechariah’s silent gestures, they realized that Zechariah had seen a vision in the temple. Though it is unclear of they knew what the vision was, those who saw Zechariah come out of the temple were given a hope that God was not silent and was preparing his people to receive his son. 

As the angel had said, Elizabeth became pregnant in her old age. Instead of declaring it to all her neighbors and friends, Elizabeth remained in seclusion for five months. Elizabeth knew it was all because of the Lord’s undeserving favor, which was displayed through this miraculous pregnancy. She meant to wait for the Lord who has revealed his glory to her. We can see that she was waiting for the Lord in her joyful welcome of Mary later when she visited. As we may speculate, Mary had not even conceived of Jesus at that time. She was just told about the conception by an angel and Elizabeth welcomed the Lord in utter reverence and joy.
II. Mary’s Jesus (1:26-57)
Through the account of what happened before the birth of John the Baptist, which also leads to the birth of Jesus, Luke reveals that God was working among and through his faithful servants long before the actual birth of his son. The Lord knew the hearts of his disobedient people that they needed to turn back to him and his righteousness, so they would know the birth of his son Jesus is indeed The Good News. Through his mercy God had favor upon one young woman named Mary who had kept God’s vision for his people in her heart.
After Elizabeth found out she was pregnant and stayed in seclusion for four months, something extraordinary happened to one of her relatives. In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, an angel came to visit a virgin named Mary. She was pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendent of David. Though there were no more kings on the throne of Israel in the line of David, Luke the author shows that God did not forget to keep a lamp burning in the house of David as he had promised his servant. So the angel went to Mary and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” (28) Mary was certainly not expecting a visit from an angel. Her mind was probably focused on preparing for her marriage to Joseph. The angel’s words brought Mary out of her reverie. The angel had interrupted her dreams to tell her she was highly favored. It wasn’t that she was favored because Joseph had chosen her to be his bride. Mary was highly favored because God chose her by his grace to do something for his glory. So what was Mary’s favor? The angel continues, “31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.” God’s grace and favor was for Mary to give birth to a son who will be named Jesus. Why is this God’s favor? The angel Gabriel goes on to describe this Jesus: “32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." Jesus will be great because he is the Son of the Most High. As Gabriel explains, Jesus is the promised Messiah, the message given to God’s people since he called them as his own. Jesus is the eternal king in the line of David, to rule over the house of Jacob forever. 
After hearing the angel’s words, Mary asked how she would be able to give birth since she was an unmarried virgin. The angel didn’t give a detailed account of how it would happen, but he said that it was God who would accomplish it. And the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Mary’s pregnancy wasn’t going to be an ordinary birth. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, Mary will give birth and the baby will be holy. He will be called the Son of God, which means the exact representation of God the Almighty to all the people on earth for all generations.  

Gabriel adds, 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God." God revealed his glory by enabling a barren woman to bear a child in her old age – the impossible. He sent his Son to deliver this world from sin. He worked in seemingly ordinary people like Zechariah and Elizabeth to reveal his glory to all people. 

So God’s favor upon Mary was for her to bear the baby Jesus and deliver him before she was married. This was not an easy mission. It would cost her much sorrow and pain. Not only would she later have to see her own son die on the cross, she would also face possible death herself. She would be a disgrace if she chose to accept God’s favor. But Mary heard God’s word, his promise of sending the Son of God whose kingdom will never end. She knew that if God said he would accomplish these things, they would be done. And she was in the Lord’s hands. Through God’s promise, Mary could see God’s vision of restoring all creation back to him through his son. Luke shows how God reveals his glory in Mary’s transformation to be a bearer of God’s favor and vision while she remained an ordinary person. Luke also shows even more of God’s glory in Mary’s song that the Lord who was doing such an incredible thing in her life is the one who is coming through her as well. Mary’s transformation is definitely of God. But the coming of the Lord through her is of God even more.
Mary went to see her relative Elizabeth instead of going to Joseph and explaining the situation. Mary wasn’t living before Joseph any more. She was living before God. Mary remembered the angel’s word about Elizabeth and wanted to see what God had done in Elizabeth. Mary was probably also thinking that if God had blessed Elizabeth, surely she would understand Mary’s own situation.  Mary was not just a young relative visiting. When Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, she could see Mary with the Lord’s vision. Mary was the mother of her Lord. Elizabeth could see that through her pregnancy and Mary’s, which were both accomplished by God, that God was preparing for the coming of the Lord, the Messiah, his Son, the longed for hope for thousands of years even though no one knew how it would come true. Though Mary received the Lord’s favor to be the mother of Jesus, her situation was very hard. No one would really understand and she would be shameful in the eyes of those around her. But Elizabeth, who had stayed in seclusion for four months of her pregnancy, could see that this was a blessing for it was from God. Jesus would be a blessing because he would save mankind from sin and bring them back to their Father. Though she was not blessed in the sight of men, Mary was blessed in the sight of God. So through Elizabeth’s words of comfort and guidance, she could see the reality of her situation before God. She could have God’s vision for what he was doing in her and through her. Mary learned to trust in God and his word. 
Though Mary was understandably troubled and unsure of what God had told her, she held on to his word and could see that God was working even through her life. When all that the Lord had told her through the angel was confirmed in Elizabeth’s words, Mary couldn’t help but sing praises to God.  46And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is his name.” Personally, through God’s favor upon her, Mary learned that God – who is the Mighty and the Holy – is still mindful of all his humble servants. And Mary could see that God’s mercy and blessing wasn’t upon her alone. She rejoiced in God her Savior. Mary could see that through the birth of Jesus whom she will bear, many generations will see the great thing that God had done through her. In her testimony, she praises God who is living, who has been revealing his glory throughout history. Mary expressed God’s faithfulness and mercy to the people of Israel—to Abraham and his descendants—forever. But her pregnancy is the testimony of God himself. The song of Mary is another testimony of God himself in her personal situation. When the gospel came to Mary, she became the testimony of God in every word she spoke.  Mary was overwhelmed by the faithfulness of God who kept his promises spoken through his servants. But he kept his promise by sending his Son as the Savior of the world.
III. John the Baptist’s Jesus (1:58-66) 
After Mary’s visit, Elizabeth was ready to deliver. Everyone probably knew that Elizabeth was barren for many years and had prayed as many years for a child. The account of Zechariah’s experience from the temple after he had seen a vision had also probably been spoken of among all their neighbors and relatives. So when Elizabeth delivered a baby, Elizabeth’s neighbors and relatives were full of joy because God had shown great mercy on her for not only did she deliver a healthy baby, but she was given a baby boy. They were filled with joy because the Lord revealed himself as the God who hears prayers and still has mercy on his people. They rejoiced because God is living in their midst. 

Though the people were filled with awe through the birth of John and Zechariah’s praises of God, they were remaining in their own religious conviction. They needed to meet God. They, who were concerned with such things as what would be the best name for the son Elizabeth bore, began to wonder about God and what he was doing amongst them. They could see God’s hand was already on this son of Zechariah and wondered what great purpose the Lord would have for him. When all around him wondered what kind of child John was going to be, 67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied. Through prayer and obedience to God’s word, Zechariah was a vessel prepared to receive the Holy Spirit. He spoke with vision of God not just in what he had done, but what he has been doing and will do for his people. He declared, 68"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. 69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago). Zechariah had faith in the coming of the Messiah, as God had promised. Zechariah began to praise God, moved by the great faithfulness of God in keeping his promises. In order to visit his people, Almighty God humbled himself, lowering himself to the position of a servant. In order to visit his people, Almighty God came to this world as a helpless baby in a manger.
Zechariah's son would be used as the forerunner of the Messiah. In ancient times, a forerunner went before a king, shouting, "The king is coming! Bow down!" Zechariah knew that his son's life would not be easy like that of a king’s forerunner. However, he was happy that his son would be called "a prophet of the Most High." After making a brief mention of his son, Zechariah keeps on praising Jesus. Uniquely, Jesus gives us the true knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of sin. Jesus enlightens us to see God and his glorious kingdom. This is John the Baptist’s Jesus.
IV. The Shepherds’ Jesus (2:1-20) 
The Israelites were no longer an independent, mighty nation. They became part of the Roman Empire and though it was a time of peace for Rome, it seemed like a time of silence for Israel. Where was their God? Why had he not sent more prophets to give them his word? While some grew complacent because they didn’t seek God, others continued to serve him and obey his commands. But God was not silent or inactive. He was quietly preparing the way for the culmination of his redemptive work he has been accomplishing since sin entered into creation through Adam. Through the miraculous birth of John, who would be a prophet of the Most High and the miraculous conception of Jesus, the Son of the Most High, God was revealing himself to his people and to all who would hear about these things. 
When Julius Caesar’s nephew Augustus came into power, he put an end to all the civil wars, which had occurred under the rule of his uncle and also began building up the Roman Empire with new roads and buildings. But these would not come cheap. In order to get more taxes out of his subjects, Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census to be taken. His decree was for everyone to go to his own town to register. And it wasn’t just the town each person was born in. It was basically the town of their ancestral origin. So, because Caesar August was so powerful, everyone had to do as he said, even if you were sick, even if you were nine months pregnant. The people of Israel had to drop everything they were doing and obey. 

Joseph belonged to the house and line of David, so though he lived in Nazareth he had to travel 3 days in order to go to Bethlehem the town of David. In the Roman province of Syria, where most of the Holy Land is located, women twelve years and older were also required to register. While Mary had a relative from the line of Levi, she was also from the line of David (probably from her father’s side). So even though she was expecting a child, she too had to travel with Joseph for three days to Bethlehem because of the census. 

Though it was the time of Roman rule, a time where people weren’t really paying any attention to God, this was the time God had prepared for his Son to be born. Though the crowds who came to register probably prevented Mary and Joseph from finding room in an inn, the hearts of those in Bethlehem also were not receptive to helping out a young woman going into labor. So Mary gave birth to her son and had to place him in a manger instead of a crib. Jesus came to the world when Israel had forgotten the hope of God’s salvation. He came as a defenseless baby, who was born in a stable. 
The shepherds who were watching over their sheep so they wouldn’t be stolen or eaten by predators were probably the only ones still awake when Jesus was born. Instead of kings or even the Pharisees, God chose to send an angel to these shepherds, sitting out in the fields that night. It was for these people that God sent his Son; those who are lost as they go about their everyday lives. 

10 The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." The angel came to bring good news of great joy for all the people. Why is it good news of great joy? Because a Savior has been born to them, just as God promised. Christ the Lord is the Messiah, the anointed one who would save Israel and lead them. The sign of the humble baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger was a peek into the life Jesus would live. Though he is a King, he was born in humbleness and poverty. But this revealed the Lord’s glory – choosing to live in the world as we live.  God revealed that he is with his people through the birth of his Son as one of them, as one in their midst. This means through Jesus mankind will receive the forgiveness of sin and no longer be enemies with God. For God’s mercy is upon creation. His favor is upon his people so that we aren’t to remain in the darkness of sin, but see that he came to be the light of the world. The shepherds resolved to see what the angels had proclaimed to them. Maybe they even left some for their flocks behind, but they were eager to see what the Lord told them about; they were eager to see the glory of God in one baby in Bethlehem. And when they reached the city, there was Mary and Joseph with baby Jesus just as the angels proclaimed. Jesus was God who was born into their midst just as God had said through his prophets and now through his angels to the shepherds.
All who heard what the shepherds had seen and heard were amazed. But the shepherds didn’t just end their search with visiting Jesus. They returned praising and glorifying God. They were shown the incredible truth that God is living and actively working for world salvation, and even more incredible – by being in their midst. They rejoiced because they were no longer lost in endless labor of their daily survival but given hope in the new life through Jesus Christ the Lord. 

V. Simeon and Anna’s Jesus (2:21-52) 

Mary brought Jesus to Jerusalem to be consecrated to the Lord as a firstborn male. Jesus was offered and sacrifices were made for his account, yet in all this he was still a baby. But this is how God sent Jesus into the world, to be the innocent offering for our sin. While at the temple something extraordinary happened around Jesus. They met a man named Simeon. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.” Simeon was like Elizabeth and Zechariah, living before the Lord though it appeared that God was silent. Simeon’s hope was in the consolation of Israel. Consolation is comfort received by a person after a loss or a disappointment. Simeon knew that Israel had sinned before God and in their unfaithfulness were sent into exile. Though they returned to Jerusalem, the nation of Israel was not the same. Yet Simeon did not dwell in the sadness of the loss of the nation’s prestige as God’s chosen. He was mindful of God who was not going to leave Israel in its rejection. God was not going to leave the nation of Israel in its sin. How could Simeon have such a hope and a conviction that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ, the one who would save Israel from the loss of God? The Holy Spirit was upon him. Without the Spirit, Simeon would wait for the Lord in vain because he would never see God’s answer to the miserable situation of Israel. He would not see God dealing with the sin of the world. It was through the Holy Spirit that Simeon could have a living hope in the life that comes through Christ. 

The Holy Spirit didn’t only give him the living hope in God’s consolation on Israel, he moved Simeon to action. Simeon followed the conviction he received from the Spirit to go to the temple courts that day, the same day and time Jesus was brought as the Law required. As soon as he saw the baby Jesus, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." Without the Holy Spirit, Simeon would only see another little baby brought to the temple in accordance with the Law. But as soon as Simeon saw Jesus, he took him in his arms and praised God. Jesus did not look any different from the outside. He didn’t have a golden halo around his head indicating he was from heaven. Yet Simeon saw past the ordinariness of Jesus and saw God. The Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon that Jesus was indeed the Christ whom God sent to save the world from the sin that separated all from our Creator. When Simeon saw Christ, he would freely accept God’s dismissal as his servant. He would not fear death because he saw in Jesus the salvation God had promised and had entrusted with Israel, the very hope that God had promised Adam and Eve since sin entered creation. Through the Spirit, Simeon could also testify that Jesus was a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory for Israel. Jesus would be revealed to the Gentiles who were in darkness without God. Jesus would save them from their sin and call them to be his own, just like Israel. Israel would definitely be restored as God’s holy nation but the restoration of Israel is too little a thing, just a beginning of the great salvation of all mankind, of all creation. 
Simeon wasn’t the only one at the temple who hoped in God’s salvation from sin. There was also a prophetess named Anna who fasted and prayed at the temple every day. The very moment Simeon had finished speaking, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. (38) She devoted her whole life to seeking God and God blessed her search. He revealed to her his Son, Christ the Lord. Anna could have hoped in many things, especially finding a new husband because her first one had died so young. But she held on to God’s hope for Israel, that they would be redeemed from their sin. She married the Hope of God and Jesus was the embodiment of this hope.
Jesus then grew up like all children do. He was not outwardly extraordinary, but God was with him. He was strong and healthy and full of wisdom because of God’s grace. Even as a child, Jesus had the wisdom of God, yet he submitted himself to everything we go through as we grow up. Jesus the child was Christ the Lord, who humbled himself and submitted to his parents. Praise the Lord! Twelve years after their encounters with Simeon and Anna, Mary, Joseph and Jesus returned to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of the Passover. After the Feast was over, they returned home and in all the confusion, they left Jesus behind without realizing it. But when Jesus was left behind by his parents, he did not wander around lost without a place to go. Jesus replied, 49"Why were you searching for me? Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" At 12 years old, Jesus knew his Father was God and was not overcome by the situation of being left behind. God was with him, so he didn’t need to be afraid. Luke reveals a profound truth that Jesus revealed here: God is the Father of us all. The boy Jesus said what each person should have known, which was anything but strange or extraordinary, because Adam was a son of God and they are descendants of him, yet all have forgotten or have rejected this truth.
Jesus was, “sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.” When Jesus turned 12, he was finally allowed to go to the temple. While he was there he asked very probing questions that amazed the teachers. Why were they so amazed? Was Jesus some prodigy who was already exceeding their own understanding of the Scriptures? No, Jesus was simple an innocent child asking very direct questions, questions that they never asked themselves because they were hiding in their own knowledge, being busy justifying themselves and criticizing others with their knowledge. That is why the teachers were amazed. Yet Jesus, full of the Spirit, asked so that he could seek the truth. Through the Spirit, he knew that his Father was God, yet he didn’t stop there. Jesus sought God through questions that were quite innocent but also very direct. 
VI. More Facets of John the Baptist’s Jesus (3:1-38)
After giving two accounts of Jesus’ childhood, the author Luke goes ahead many years. To identify how many years had passed, he mentioned that Tiberius Caesar is emperor and has been ruling for 15 years. Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea, so it was still under Roman rule. Yet Herod the Great was able to split his Roman-appointed kingdom between his three sons. During this time, God was at work for his restoration of Israel and all creation. Though Rome ruled Judea, God rules over all. In his sovereignty, he sent word to John, the son of Zechariah, whom he had called to be a prophet of the Most High. Since a young age, John was living in the desert waiting for this call. When John received the word of God, he began his ministry, pointing the way to Jesus, the Son of God. 

John preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The Israelites knew about sin and most probably kept the traditions handed down since Moses to offer sin sacrifices and purify themselves. But the people became numb to sin as they took the traditions and heritage as a habitual practice and it no longer became a life or death situation. John taught them that to receive the forgiveness of sin, which was coming with the Christ, they needed to repent. He confronted them with the truth that they lived their lives empty of God. 
When kings or presidents enter a town, the entire region prepares for the arrival with fixed roads and clean buildings. John would prepare the way for the hearts of the people to be ready to receive the Christ. 6And all mankind will see God's salvation.' "The entire purpose of John’s ministry was to prepare for Jesus’ ministry. John would point the way to Jesus and when the Son of God came, John’s ministry would be completed. As John preached the repentance for the forgiveness of sin, the people would be awakened to God who saves them from their lives ruled by sin and death. Through the baptism from John they will see God’s salvation has come through Christ, Jesus the Son of God. 
Many people were eager to be baptized by John. As God’s people, deep in their hearts they had a longing for God’s restoration of Israel. Even if their everyday lives buried this hope, it still remained. And this hope was kindled by John’s words. Many speculated that if John awakened this hope which they didn’t even remember they had, if he was the one awakening them to sin and turning them back to God, surely he was the one they were waiting for. He must be the Messiah whom God promised. Yet John was not there to start his own movement. He was there to prepare the way for the Lord. 

John spoke of the coming of the Christ. The Christ is the Son of God who will come with power and John knew he was not even worthy to untie his sandals. Christ’s coming would be judgment and salvation. Sin will be cut out from their hearts as they are judged and the Holy Spirit will be poured upon them, giving them new life. 

John spoke of the sin of the people that they would repent and be fully prepared for their Savior, Christ the Lord. Along the way, John spoke against the sin of Herod, for marrying his own brother’s wife. So Herod put John in prison. He would stay there until he was later beheaded. At this point, Jesus came as the Christ, the one all the people were eagerly expecting. God didn’t casually throw John aside as soon as his Son came into his ministry. God was with John and revealed through John the very reason he sent his Son, to save the very sinners who put John in prison and would later kill for speaking the truth. God sent his Son to save those who would crucify Christ in our sin. John was the servant and Jesus was the Son of the same God who would be rejected by his own in order to save them all.
Before John was imprisoned, Jesus was baptized too. Luke records, “And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended upon him. This was the seal of God’s approval of his Son. Though Jesus came to this world in the image of sinful man, he is the Son of God. God loved his Son and this same love saves us, for God’s love for us is in Jesus who was offered as the Lamb. When John baptized Jesus, the ministry of reconciliation of man to God was transferred to Jesus. No longer did God use his prophets to declare the coming of his Christ. For Christ has come and Jesus is the one we have been eagerly awaiting. 
Jesus began his ministry when he was around 30 years old, the age of maturity of a man in Jewish custom. Luke then shows the historical meaning of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry by a very long genealogy of Jesus who was born into the line of Joseph who was thought to be the father of Jesus. In the genealogy there are many kinds of men listed, kings and spiritual leaders, ordinary men as well as historical heroes. Yet they all share one thing in common. They were all sinners. At the end of the genealogy we find a rather surprising thing that Adam is recorded as the son of God. That means the genealogy begins from God. Thus Luke shows that Adam and his descendants who were supposed to be sons of God were sold to sin for some reason and that God chose to send his Son through the line of those who were enslaved by sin and death. Through Jesus’ genealogy, we see the history of God who was always with his people. We see God who was dealing with our sin problem, which we were powerless to solve. As Luke concluded in his genealogy, Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is our salvation because of his coming to us and his death on the cross. Jesus came as a man, immersed in our evil, corrupt, and polluted culture. He was crucified bearing all the sin that John was preaching about. Jesus is God’s Son, with whom he is well pleased. Jesus has come to judge the sin of the world and give new life to creation. In summary, Luke begins his gospel through chapters 1-3, with the declaration that Jesus is God’s salvation.
